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SLIGO AND THE ENNISKILLENERS.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

 The author has evidently gone to the original sources for his infor-
mation, and has collated with great care and narrative interest old
records and quaint authorities. . . . . A graphic and instructive
addition to the history of the period.”—Irish Times, March 18, 1881,

¢ We have read no book which gives a clearer picture of the kind of
warfare which then was waged. . . . . There is nothing in the
book which could give offence.”—The Express, February 7, 1881.

¢ We have read it with much pleasure as throwing clear light upon
a very obscure portion of the history of 1688.”"— Belfast News-Letter,
December 23, 1880.

““ The information is derived from the best historic sources, and the
amount of research displayed is very considerable.”—Dublin Evening
Mail, December 22, 1880. ;

¢ Though dealing with a period of eventful and religious history, it
is written in an impartial and commendatory spirit,” —Impartial
Reporter, February 10, 1881.

‘¢ Altogether, the work adds another important page to the chapter
of our history.”—Londonderry Sentinel, February 12, 1881.

‘‘ The different battles, sieges, &c., are well described, and the
political events are referred to in an impartial manner.”—Sligo

Independent.

“¢ The local, historical, and descriptive information which the volume
contains will be heartily welcomed.”—=Sligo Chronicle.

¢ Written in a liberal vein.”—Sligo Champion.

Also favourably noticed in the Graphic and Freeman’s Jowrnal.
























s PREFACE.

fairly be supposed to interest Sligo-men of the present day, and
yet, to be not altogether unworthy the notice of others who may
have turned their attention to subjects relating to Ireland. The
County of Sligo lay without the Pale, and was for a considerable
period but little under English influence. Many of the most
ancient relics of by-gone ages are to be found within its bounds
—many of the early literary productions which throw light on
the past of Ireland may be said to have emanated from the
county. The poetic and the prose compositions of the Mae-
Firbis’ of Laccan (hereditary historians) are of peculiar interest.
The system of chiefs, with their respective sub-chiefs, set forth
in the poem of Giolla Tosa More MacKirbis (1416) as subsisting
in the Barony of Tireragh therein described, was, it may be
inferred, but similar to that which existed in other baronies of
Sligo, and probably wherever the ancient customs of the Irish
had not been superseded, or modified by English influence.
With regard to the various traditions noted in this work, it
has been observed that, ¢ Although legends are not history, they
form no unimportant portion of it, for they often paint to us the
character and sentiments of the age better than history itself,
and in the present instance they, at least, give us notions formed
at the earliest period.” . .
In a legal sense, priority of possession is said to be nine
points of the law; in a literary sense, priority does not seem to
act 80 beneficially. The author of this work has found himself
in pretty much the position of an old-world mariner, before the
power of the magnetic needle was discovered—or that of a
pioneer in a new country, endeavouring to make his way through
its untravelled wilds and tangled undergrowth. The labour has
been considerable of arranging, in consecutive order, the various
events bearing on the history of Sligo ; and of gathering together
and putting into shape all the materials available for that purpose.
The author has anxiously sought for his authorities in the oldest






X PREFACE.

from four or five different authorities in support of each other’s
testimony to the truth of a statement when, in reality, all have
alike copied from the same original chronicler, who may, perhaps,
himself have been not altogether deserving of trust. In this
category of facts must be placed the statement, repeated in * the
Four Masters >’ from other chroniclers, relative to the peopling
of Ireland before the Deluge. W. M. Hennessy, in his able
introduction to the ‘“ Annals of Loch Cé,” observes (p. xli.) that
¢ the value and authority of the Annals of ¢ the Four Masters’
have been seriously diminished by the disingenuous practice too
frequently followed by the compilers, of omitting or suppressing
entries which may have seemed to them to exhibit the character
of ecclesiastics in a questionable light, or to cast discredit on
the Church of which they were zealous members.” Dr. Reeves
also has condemned their great and unwise partiality, and
0’Donovan, when noticing an inaccuracy in the Annals of * the
Four Masters,” says, ‘‘ this and many other entries of a similar
nature, prove that their work is a hurried compilation.” Tiger-
nach, the celebrated historian, who flourished in the eleventh
century, states that all records of the Irish prior to the second
century, B.c., are wrapped in obscurity ; it would have proved
more satisfactory to enquiring minds, could he have assured
their trustworthiness after that date ; but this point he leaves
in doubt.

(i.) Prehistoric or Legendary History may be said to extend
down the long roll of time to the introduction of Christianity.
That division of the work, therefore, is grounded on the com-
pilation of ““ the Four Masters,” together with the ¢ Chronicon
Scotorum,’ the “ Annals of Boyle,” and some Bardic accounts ;
they alone attempt to treat of that distant epoch.

(ii.) A relisble standpoint is attained with the introduction of
Christianity, but no remarkable advance in civilisation or educa-
tion was thereby produced during the first few centuries, except






xii PREFACE.

MS. is in a cramped handwriting, difficult to decypher. Can it
be Strafford’s Survey ?

The inference is plain, that a country so thickly wooded as
described in the Survey of 1638-6, must have been still more so
at the prior period under review. It is worthy of notice that in the
Annals and other ancient MSS. great importance is attached to
the planting of hazel, and for so doing, various chiefs are specially
mentioned in terms of high eulogy. Itis difficult to imagine that
the fruit alone could render the tree of so much value; but for
the wicker-work, largely used by the ancient Irish, the hazel
was indeed essential. It was employed in the formation of their
“ crannoges,” of their “cots,” of their bridges, for making
hurdles whereby to render swampy ground passable; in short,
its uses in the every-day life of the people were manifold.

In Petty’s “ History of the Down Survey” (p. 57), the follow-
ing occurs relative to Strafford’s Survey :—

“To the Honourable Commissioners of the Commonwealth.
..... Particularly of the county of . . . . . . Sligo, we find
an office of enquiry, made by virtue of a commission from the
late King (Charles I.) of all that were reputed proprietors of
land within each barrony of the said county distinetly, and what
estates each of them claimed, in possession or reversion; and
what or how many towns, quarters, cartrons, or other quantities
or denominations of land, any or either the said particular per-
sons held and what were the severall name or names of the said
lands ; but neither the quality or number of acres according to
21 foot to the perch, or value of the said lands, were by the said
commission to be enquired after, mentioned or exprest . . . .”

From page 51-62 “ contains an official report on the Strafford
Survey of the County of Tipperary, which may perhaps be taken
as an example of the much larger portion of that work, which
extended over the whole province of Connaught ; and it possesses

a peculiar value, as, from the almost total destruction of the






xiv PREFACE.

For much of that portion of the subject-matter of the third
chapter, which relates to the general topography and geology of
Sligo, the author is indebted to the kindness of C. B. Jones,
Esq., the County Surveyor (as also for the map at the end of
the volume); and he cannot conclude without acknowledging
his great obligation to Colonel Cooper, of Markree, for the loan
of MSS. from his library, and to Colonel ffolliott (whose artistic
talent is well known) for the various sketches illustrative of the
monuments and scenery of the county.

Since this work passed through the press, the author has,
after a close and diligent search, discovered the inscribed stone
in the church on Inishmore, Lough Gill, of which the first
mention was made by a stranger who visited the locality up-
wards of ten years since. The notification attracted no further
interest at the time, or, perhaps, as the position of the supposed
inseription had not been defined, ordinary searches for it had
proved fruitless. A cast has now been submitted to Sir S. Fer-
guson, who has pronounced it to be in Ogham characters, placed
in this instance on the flat of the stone, instead of being notches
on the arris, the more usual form. The stone, rough and un-
even in shape, measures eighteen inches by seven inches, and is

built into the wall on the inner side of the entrance door of the
church.

Woodville, July, 1882,












2 HISTORY OF SLIGO.

body are transmittible, all must feel a keen interest in the cha-
racter of their direct ancestors. In pride of ancient descent the
Irish do not stand alone. For boastfulness of their antiquity,
the Tyrians are rebuked by Isaiah in these words: ‘ Pass ye
over to Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. Is this your
joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days? Her own feet
shall carry her afar off to sojourn.”?

It would be of little utility to pass in review the various
legends related in ancient Irish manuseripts of the peopling of
Ireland before the flood, or the various extravagancies narrated
by Keating, or to enumerate the many hypotheses, both ancient
and modern, or the absurd tales regarding the origin of the
Irish people. Such narrations might afford the same amuse-
ment as perusal of a fairy tale, but would be as little profitable.
The “ Annals of the Four Masters,” however, being the favourite
authority with Irish antiquarians, our readers ought to have the
benefit of the startling information therein contained, i.e., that
Cexsar—not Julius, but a grand-daughter of Noah—came to
Ireland forty days before the flood, with fifty girls and three
neen,? who consequently escaped the fate which overtook the rest
of mankind ; and thus was the Green Isle peopled.

An old Bishop of Ferns is reputed to have shut up ““ Gulliver’s
Travels,” with the remark, “ Amusing, but I can’t believe half
the fellow says.” To this conclusion. a puzzled reader might
fairly come, after exploring the narratives of the old chroniclers.

The first inhabitants of Ireland are, it is conjectured, of the
same stock as that which peopled Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; but
the immigration to England was through Gaul, whilst Ireland
wag peopled principally through Spain. On the Spanish littoral
the Pheenicians had intermingled with the aboriginal Celts, im-
parting to them their arts—probably their religion also. In the
reign of David and Solomon, the Phenicians were undisputed
masters of the Mediterranean and neighbouring seas, their com-
merce extending to the eastern shores of Spain and to Albion.
Most historians admit that they planted colonies at a very early
date in Ireland, and they are reputed to have enriched the
mother-country by its mineral productions, though from whenee

Isa, xxidt 6507
S ATl !
A colony of antediluvian Mormons evidently.
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The name of the ford is not now remembered, but the waterfall
is well known; it is near Boyle, and is now called Assylin.
The following wild legend in the Dinnsenchus® accounts for‘the
origin of the ancient name of the lough. Teched, a skilful
architect, erected Suidhe-Aoedha® over Eas-ruadh,® or the
Salmon Leap, a cataract near Ballyshannon, on the river Erne.
On completion of the work, he demanded as his wages the
fishing of the river. This monopoly he enjoyed till the Nor-
therners erected a fortress to prevent the dwellers in Connaught
from taking salmon at the Leap. Teched, thus deprived of his
right, demanded an equivalent, which was accorded to him in
the shape of food and usquebaugh sent to his then residence,
which derives its name, Magh-Luinge,* i.e., the plain of the
eating, from this circumstance. At Magh-Luinge Teched lived
happy as a king, till one day he drank to such excess that he
became mad, ran to the lake, leaped in, and was drowned: the
first recorded instance of deliriwm tremens in the County of
Sligo. This extravagant fable clearly demonstrates not merely
the derivation of the name Teched given to the lake, but also
the fact that Magh-Luinge was in its immediate vicinity, the
distance from one to the other not "being more than a drunken
man’s race! 1

The first invasion of Ireland after Parthalon’s colonisation was
by a tribe called Fomorians : in a battle fought between them and
the first arrivals, the Fomorians were defeated, and ‘“all slain.”
Shortly after the battle, Parthalon’s people were annihilated
by a2 plague; so that, if these two accounts be taken in a literal
sense, poor Erin must have remained without inhabitants during
about thirty years, till Nemedius, another Scythian, arrived upon
the Irish coast, .M. 2850, with a new importation of adven-
turers, by whom and their posterity the i§land was possessed

' The Book of Dinnsenchus is supposed to have been composed in the
sixth century, by Amergin, chief bard to King Dermod. This celebrated
work, many additions to which have been made by later writers, contains
much interesting, if not very reliable information, on ancient Irish his-
tory, topography, and the origin of the names of cities, fortresses, raths,
mountains, plains, lakes, and rivers.

? Hugh's seat.

3 Assaroe.
¢ In County of Mayo.
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during a little over two centuries, or (it is well to be accurate!)
during two hundred and-seventeen years.

In a.m. 2859 Magh-n-Eabha, or Machaire-Eabha, anglicé
Magherow, was cleared of wood by these settlers. Not merely a
fishing village as now, Magherow was then the generic name
applied to the large plain in the barony of Carbury, situated
between the Ben Bulbin range and the sea, and anciently cele-
brated for its fertility. An interpretation given of the name is
that Magh signifies a plain, and Kabha, Eve, a woman’s name,
i.e., Eve’s Plain.' The country-people vary in their description
of this ancient plain; some reduce it to a small tract near the
sea-shore, in the middle of which stands a remarkable rock,
whilst others apply the term to the entire expanse lying between
Carney and Drumeliff. This plain is again mentioned in A.M.
8656, when the battle of Congnaidh was there fought by the
monarch Tigearnmas.

The Fomorians, who were seafaring rovers, early hoisters of
the black flag, again appear on the scene. A.M. 8060 found
them established along the coasts of Ulster and Connaught. In
the latter provinee, especially in Sligo, they were very strong;
but their prineipal strongholds were at T'or-Innis, the island of
the tower, now Tory Island, off the Donegal coast, and at the
Giant’s Causeway, that wondrous natural formation, which tra-
dition assumes to have been built by this people, who are repre-
sented as a race of giants.

A.M. 3266, a colony of Firbolgs, who were of the same race
as the Nemedians,? poured into Ireland. One of their contin-
gents landed in Mayo, and quickly overran the neighbouring
territory of Sligo. In the ¢ Chronicon Scotorum ”* an arrival of
Firbolgs, a.M. 2858, is recorded, with, however, the serious quali-
fication appended, “but this has not been proved.” The Fir-
bolgs, or Firvolgians, are variously supposed to be Belge or
Scythians, who came from Greece; most generally they are con-
sidered to have been a tribe from Belgic Gaul, who settled in

1 MS. Letters, Ordnance Survey.

2 0’Donovan’s edition of the ‘ Four Masters,” p. 13.

3 MS. H. I. 18, Trinity College, Dublin, published by the Lords
Commissioners, and edited by W. M. Hennessy, M.R.T.A.
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Meath and Leinster, but principally in Connaught, Sligo being
one of their chief colonies.

Some depict the Firbolgs as strong and athletic, famous as
champions and wrestlers. They are reputed to have had skulls
of an elongated form, dark hair, and swarthy complexion. 'At a
later period they are described in the ““Book of Laccan,”' as
“pblack, loquacious, lying, tale-bearing, and of low grovelling
mind ;” but this picture, it must be stated, was drawn by their
conquerors.

The Firbolgs, on the completion of their conquest, divided
Ireland into five provinces. Their principal commanders were
five brothers. One of these, Geannan, ruled the territory after-
wards called Connaught, from Limerick to Bundrowes in
Leitrim, thus, amongst other counties, comprising the entire of
Sligo. Thej7 seem to have been a simple pastoral people, and
no inventions or improvements are ascribed to them, not even
the clearing of woods or erection of forts. In the time of the
colony of Parthalon, as also during the supremacy of the Neme-
dians, Fomorians, and Firbolgs, Ireland was known as Iiodh
Inis, or the woody island, from the great forests of oak and other
trees with which the country was covered, and to which frequent
allusion is made when describing the appearance of the County
of Sligo in days of yore.

The next wave of immigration bore on its crest the colony of
the Tuatha de Danans, who are variously considered to have
been Celts, Celto-Scythians, Danes, Chaldeans, Persians, Phe-
nicians, or Pelasgians. They are reputed to have been large of
stature, fuir-haired, light-complexioned, with blue or grey eyes
and globnlar-shaped heads. They were good horsemen, fond of
music, well versed in the mystic sciences, skilled in medicine,
and cunning artificers, or metal-workers. According to the
Bardic accounts, the rites of Magian worship, subsequently
known as Druidism, were introduced into Ireland by this colony,
and the accusation of magic would naturally arise from their
superiority in civilisation over the Firbolgs.

MacFirbis, of Laccan, in the Parish of Kilglass, County of
Sligo, in transcribing the ‘“ Chronicon Scotorum,” after the entry

1 So called from boing compiled at Laccan, in Tireragh.
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of the invasion of the Tuatha de Danans, adds: ‘“You lLave
heard from me, O Readers, that I like not to have the labour
of writing this section imposed on me; wherefore it is that I
beseech of you for the sake of true friendship not to reproach
me for it (if the reason thereof is understood by you), for it is
certain it is not the Clann-Firbish who are in fault.” MacFirbis
thus apologises for the uncertainty of the events narrated, which
narration he is evidently desirous should not be attributed to
negligence or ignorance, either on his own part or that of his
ancestors, who were hereditary historians.

By the Bardic accounts the Firbolgs and Tuatha de Danans
were of common descent. The latter seem to have followed the
same line of invasion as the Fomorians, first penetrating into
Ulster, from thence southwards into Leitrim, where they estab-
lished themselves in fastnesses on the borders of Sligo. They
raised temporary works of defence, as security from sudden attack
of an enemy; then, showing themselves to the Firbolgs, pre-
tended that they had by their skill in magic arrived on the
wings of the wind.

Eochy, King of the Firbolgs, hearing of the sudden appear-
ance of this strange tribe, sent forward to the camp of the
strangers a renowned warrior of his people to obtain as much
information as possible. This warrior, named Sreng, started on
his mission. His approach to the camp was observed by the
sentinels of the Tuatha de Danans, who immediately despatched
Breas, one of their own champions, to meet him. It was then
discovered that each spoke the same language. On behalf of the
Tuatha de Danans, Breas proposed a division of the island be-
tween the two great parties, and after interchanging vows of
friendship, each warrior returned to his people. Sreng re-
counted to Fochy the result of his mission, and the king decided
to reject the proposal of the Tuatha de Danans to divide the
country.

Meantime, in consequence of the report made by Breas to the
Tuatha de Danans, of the formidable appearance and bearing of
their opponents, they moved further to the South and West, and
took up a position on Mount Belgarden, on the plain of Moy-
tirra, near the village of Cong, in Mayo. The Firbolg forces
also assembled, and encamped at the east end of the same plain.
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Nuada, King of the Tuatha de Danans, desirous, if possible, to
avoid hostilities, renewed negotiations with King Eochy, through
the medium of his bards; but the Firbolg monarch declined
every offer, and both sides prepared for battle. The Tuatha de
Danans, by the magic arts in which they were so deeply versed,
are said to have surrounded their encampment with a thick
mist, under cover of which they made their dispositions for
attack. Supernatural agency need not be evoked in these days
to produce a dense fog in the climate of Ireland. The battle
commenced on Midsummer’s Day, and continued four successive
days, when the Firbolgs were defeated with great slaughter,
their numbers being diminished to three hundred fighting men,
headed by their chief, Sreng. They then resolved, according to
the custom of the age, to demand combat of man to man; but
dreading the courage arising from despair, the Tuatha de
Danans offered to the chief of the Firbolgs, Sreng,? terms of
peace, giving a choice of the five great divisions of Ireland in
which to take up their abode, and he selected the present Pro-
vince of Connaught.

Eochy, the Firbolg king, who before the conelusion of this
peace had left the battle-field with a body-guard of one hundred
men, in search of water to assuage his burning thirst, was fol-
lowed by a party of 150 of his enemies, led by the three sons of
Nemedh, who pursued him as far as.the strand called Traigh-
Eothaile, now Beltra Strand, near Ballysodare, County of Sligo.
Whilst crossing the sands the Firbolgs were overtaken by their
pursuers ; a fierce combat ensued, and King Eochy was killed,
as also the three sons of Nemedh, i.c., Cesarb, Luamh, and
Luachra, leaders of the pursuing Tuatha de Danans. These
latter were buried at the west end of the strand, at-a place since
called Leca Mic Nemedh, or the grave-stone of the sons of
Nemedh. King Eochy was buried on the spot where he fell,
and the heap of stones on the strand, the site of which is known
to this day as the Cairn of Traigh-Eothaile, was raised over

! Keating's History.

? During the battle, Sreng dealt his adversary, Nuada, King of the
Tuatha de Danans, a blow which severed his arm at the shoulder. Cer-
tain ingenious artificers made him a silver arm: hence he is always
known as Nuada the silver-handed.



PREHISTORIC OR LEGENDARY. 9

him. It is on the sea-shore near Cuil-Chnamh, as recorded by
the poet :—

¢¢ Cuil-Chnamh,! the land where on the shore
Lies Eochy, Mac Erc, Mac Rinnal,
The name shall live till time 's no more,
From famous red-armed Eochy.” 2

But this Bardie-sung battle does not suffice to account for the
great number of sepulchral remains that strew the townland of
Carrowmore, in the distriet of Cuil-irra,® which comprises the
parishes of St. John’s, Killaspugbrone, and Kilmacowen.

1 Cuil-Chnamh, i.e., the corner of the bones, a district co-extensive with
the present parish of Dromard.

? Duald MacFirbis.—Lord Roden’s Copy, p. 215.

* Quil-irra, the remote angle, the ancient name of this district, is still
retained. Strange to say, it is not applied to any denomination of land,
but lingers on in popular vernacular as the designation of the cwil, or
angle, comprised between Sligo, Ballysodare Bay, and Lough Gill, con-
taining the parishes of St. John’s, Kilaspugbrone, and Kilmacowen,

St. John’s, the Tampulloin of Strafford’s Survey, contains the grand old
abbey and St. John's Church, the tower of which is very ancient. There
are the remains of a stone or sepulchral circle close to the west wall of
Abbeyview Garden, and bordering the road.

Kilaspugbrone, i.e., the Church of Bishop Brone, is so designated from
an old church now in ruins on the townland of the name, close to the sea-
shore. The doorway of this church, observes Petrie, furnishes an exam-
ple of a semi-circular arch, but without the imposts, and the jambs not,
as usual, inclined. This doorway is placed in the south wall, 2 deviation
from custom rendered necessary by the situation of the church on the
sea-shore, and its consequent exposure to the prevailing westerly winds.
The church, with the exception of the doorway, is of rude construction.
In the ¢ Life of St. Patrick,” frequent mention is made of Bishop Brone,
who died A.p. 511, according to the annals. In the beginning of this
century, a village adjacent to the church was gradully engulfed by the
blowing sand, and its inhabitants compelled to remove. In the townland
of Primrose Grange are still the remains of what is said to have been an
old nunnery.

Kilmacowen, the Church of MacOwen. In this parish are situated all
the remarkable remains of the prehistoric battle-field of Carrowmore,
alluded to above. Close to the old church, now in ruins, is St. Patrick’s
Well, and a stone bearing on it a supposed impression of the saint’s knee,
retaining apparently also a specimen of his blood, as the people formerly
imagined, from the rust-like colour of the rock. In the townland of
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Why is that narrow strip of country so thickly strewn with
monuments of the dead? The solution of the problem is dif-
ficult. The statement that the Firbolgs, after their defeat,
erected these monuments over their slain, is incredible; they
were closely pursued, and could not have carried their wounded
and dead such a distance. Their king left the battle-field of
Cong with a guard of only one hundred men, and he was killed
and buried on the strand near Ballysodare.

In 1837, Petrie, the celebrated antiquarian, counted in Car-
rowmore sixty-four circles, besides other sepulchral remains,
comprising a large Caltragh, or pagan graveyard, and he sup-
posed the former number to have been probably 200. Ferguson
is of opinion that the original number was about 100;! but the
destruction of these interesting remains progresses so rapidly,
that it would be difficult to decide which of the two conjectures
as to the original number of circles has the preponderance of
evidence in its favour. The number and magnitude of the
monuments, joined to the fact that several interments have been
found in one tomb,? place it out of the question that they could

Templenabree are the slight remains of ruins, called Templena-
galleaghdoo.  When treating of the district of Cwil-irra, mention of
the Devil's Punchbowl must not be omitted. It is a small lake,
situated in a singular depression of the ground in the townland of
Carrowkeel. It is a well-known locality, and a favourite meet of the
County of Sligo Hounds. In Christian times the Devil seems to possess
proprietory rights in many objects which once belonged to the Tuatha de
Danans, or fairies. The Church regarded them as evil spirits: hence
places which once were named after the fairies have been transferred to
the Devil. This is the origin of such titles as Devil’s Punchbowls,
Devil’s Dykes, Devil’s Jumps, &ec.

! ““Rude Stone Monuments,” p. 180.

* In one of these tombs were found siw distinet interments to the east
and west of the cromlech, but the central space was empty. A freestone
flag formed the floor of the inner tomb. The bones were not enclosed in
urns, but reposed in small heaps, The base of each heap was composed
of the half-calcined remains of the smaller bones, over which were laid
the larger bones, such as those of the arm, leg, and thigh. The skull
formed the summit of the pile, and some of the bones showed no trace of
fire. No weapon of any description was found, but a quantity of the

bones of birds and of the lower mammalia ; also small shells surrounded
the funeral piles.



PREHISTORIC OR LEGENDARY. 11

be commemorative of King Eochy’s bodyguard ; consequently
some other struggle must be sought for, of which these monu-
ments may be memorials. :

Whilst Nuada, King of the Tuatha de Danans, was suffering
from the effects of the loss of his arm, Breas, the- celebrated
champion, whose father was a Fomorian, was made regent.
Breas soon rendered himself very unpopular, owing to his domi-
neering disposition and penurious habits. Just when discontent
was at the highest, a poet and satirist, named Cairbre, arrived at
the court. In place of the customary reception accorded to his
profession, his treatment was of the most penurious and nig-
gardly description. Cairbre’s angriest feelings were aroused,
and he departed in disgust, but wrote so stinging a satire
against his miserly host that the blood of his chiefs boiled with
indignation, and they deposed Breas from the regency.

Accompanied by his mother, and filled with wrath, Breas re-
tired to the court of his father, Elatha, the great chief of the
Fomorians, or sea-rovers, who then “swarmed through all the
German Ocean, and ruled over the Shetland Islands and the
Hebrides.”! Elatha acceded to his son’s request for aid, and
furnished him with a fleet and army to conquer the country
from the Tuatha de Danans. Assisted by the two great Fomo-
rian chiefs, Indech? and Balor, Breas collected all the men and
ships between Ireland and Seandinavia for the projected invasion
—a fleet so vast that it is fabled to have formed an unbroken line
from the Hebrides to the coast of Sligo. This armament was
commanded by Balor of the Evil Eye, or Balor of the Mighty
Blows, renowned as a magician. He was also a man of gigantic
gize and herculean strength. Throughout the West of Ireland
the old natives retain vivid recollections of traditional tales in
which Balor figures. Mothers frightened their children by men-
tion of his name, which appears to have been as potent in effect

v O'Curry’s Lectures, p. 249, Ireland and the North of Scotland, at an
early period, were regarded as one territory, and the population passed
freely from one island to the other, at a time ‘‘ when race, not territory,
was the great bond of association.” Hence it comes that the deeds and
memories of a great warrior race belong equally to both countrics. Each
has its songs and its legends about the self-same heroes; each has its
local names taken from the same mythology.

? Indech was a celebrated Fomorian magician, grandfather of Balor.
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as that of Cromwell in more modern times; and certainly if
Balor could be conjured up to view as depicted by tmdit‘ion, his
appearance would not be calculated to lull the cries of infaney.
He was reputed to have one eye in the middle of the forehead,
the other being directly opposite in the back of the skull, which
eye, with its piercing beams and venomous properties, sFruck
people dead. Balor kept this eye covered, except when he wished
to destroy his enemies by his death-giving looks. The Irish to
this day speak of an ““ evil eye” as Suil Bhaloir, Balor’s eye.
The body of invaders thus collected at the Hebrides was
joined by the Firbolgs who had survived the battle of Moytirra
Cong, and who, unwilling to submit to their conquerors, had
fled to the islands on the western coast, but still looked wistfully
to the rich plains of Connaught. This formidable force landed
near Sligo," and advanced into the enemy’s country, to a plain
or plateau called Moytirra, situated in the present parish of
Kilmactranny, barony of Tirerrell. The name is still retained
in Moytirra East and West, two townlands overlooking Liough
Arrow. The people in the neighbourhood consider the ancient
district to have been considerably larger, about five or six miles
in cirecumference, of which the greater portion consists of high
rock-strewn hills, eliffs, and narrow defiles, and is so desecribed
in the Bardic accounts. It may be inferred, from the significa-
tion of ancient townland names in the. parish of Kilmaectranny,
the scene of the struggle,® that it was also covered with forests.

1 Joyce states the place of landing to have been at FEas-Dara, now
Ballysodare. A detachment may have also landed to the north of the
town of Sligo, for the Four Masters state that Fearsat reanna an Liagain,
a ford on the Sligo river, was so named from Liagain, a famous warrior of
the Fomorians, killed there on his way to the battle of North Moytirra.
Though the derivation is incorrect, still it may point to the fact of some
of the invaders having landed north of Ballysodare.

? The site of the battle is still pointed out by the country-people. Itis
called Farmaoil-na-b-fian, the round hill of the giants, which epithet, in
popular vernacular, generally follows Moytirra. Some time previous to
1837, one of the graves which strew the battle-field was opened. It was
found to contain human remains, and a golden breastplate, made to clasp
behind the neck and to protect completely the breast. It is said to have
been sold to a jeweller in Dublin for a considerable amount. What a
pity it was not preserved and sent to some musenm !—MS. Letters, Ord-
nance Survey.
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Five townland names therein commence with Derry, i.c., oak-
wood, and six imply a growth of timber.

The Tuatha de Danans assembled all their forces to resist the
invaders, and the account of the preparations made by them for
defence fully confirms their traditional character for skill. They
were commanded by their king, Nuada of the Silver Hand, who
was assisted in his dispositions for the battle by his two great
generals, Daghda and Lug. The legend recounts how these
two commanders reviewed ‘‘their smiths, their cerds, or silver
and brass-workers, their carpenters, their surgeons, their sor-
cerers, their cup-bearers, their druids, their poets, their witches,
and their chief leaders; and there is not, perhaps, in the whole
range of our ancient literature a more curious chapter than that
which describes the questions which Lug put to these several
classes as to the nature of the service which each was prepared
to render in the battle, and the characteristic professional answer
which he received from each of them.”?

The opposing armies rush to the conflict. At first a cloud of
whizzing javelins darkens the air; the warriors close in deadlier
conflict, and their spears shiver in their hands; then they draw
their swords, and fight foot to foot, covering their bodies with
their shields, and nothing is heard but the clashing of the
weapons and the cries of the combatants. This battle took place
on the last day of October. The scale of victory was turned in
favour of the Tuatha de Danans, by their superior scientific and
strategic skill in continuously bringing up fresh supports. The
appearance of these reinforcements was by their opponents
ascribed to magic. They fabled that the chief physician of
the Tuatha de Danans, Diancecht, assisted by his daughter,
Ochtriuil, and his two sons, Airmedh and Mioch, had previous to
the battle prepared a bath, in which they decocted all the healing
herbs of the country. Over this cauldron? they continued to
pronounce incantations during the struggle. The wounded, car-
ried from the field and plunged into this bath, were immediately
made whole, and returned again to face their adversaries.
Unable to sustain a combat so unequal, the Fomorians were

L O’ Curry’s Lectures, p. 249.
? This cauldron, like the ‘‘Stone of Destiny,” was a ¢ fetich, Jcarried
off by the Tuatha de Danans from Scandinavia. It was called Coirean
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defeated, with the loss of their principal chiefs. Balor, struck
in the Evil Eye, was killed by a stone cast at himi from a sling
by his own grandson, Lug. Before his fall, he had slain his
chief adversary, Nuada the Silver-Handed, who thus, having
first lost his arm at the battle of South Moytirra, lost his life at
the battle of North Moytirra. Balor’s wife, Kathleen, fought
with desperation by his side, and performed prodigies of valour ;
but neither history nor tradition record whether this heroine
survived the death of her renowned warrior husband.

The situation of the locality in which this struggle took place
is laid down in the story, and has ever since been called in the
written accounts, Magh-tuireadh-na-bh-Formorach, or the Plain
of the towers or pillars of the Fomorians, to distinguish it from
the previous battle-field of Mojytirra Cong, fifty miles distant.
No tradition lingers amongst the country-people relative to the
Fomorian people, though the names of Lug and Balor are yet
remembered.!

It is evident that the author of the Celtic manuscript from
which the foregoing account is principally taken, and which so
early as the ninth century was looked upon as a very ancient com-
position, considered the Fomorians and the Tuatha de Danans
to be the same people, or at least as being merely two tribes of
the same race, the chiefs of each being closely connected by
intermarriage ; and he identifies them with the Scandinavians 2
who played so important a part in Irish history down to the
battle of Clontarf, o.p. 1014.

Many writers have sought to identify the Danans with the
Danes. Ferguson looked on the theory as one of those arising
from mere similarity of sound, generally very deceptive in investi-
gations of this sort ; but after his visit to Sligo, he says :—*‘ The

Daghda, and is thus mentioned in a poem to be found, according to
Keating, in the ‘“ Book of Invasions” :—
¢ The Tuatha de Danans,

By force of potent spells and wicked magic,

And conjurations horrible to hear,

Could set the ministers of hell at work,

And raise a slaughter’d army from the earth,

And make them live, and breathe, and fight again—

Few could their arts withstand or charms unbind.”
! MS. Letters, Ordnance Suprrey.
2 See ante, p. 11, line 18,
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monuments, however, on the battle-field”” [of Carrowmore]
““ correspond so nearly to those figured by Madsen in his ¢ Anti-
quités Prehistoriques du Danemare,” and their disposition is so
similar to that of the Braavalla Feld and other battle-fields in
Scandinavia, that it will now require very strong evidence to the
contrary to disprove an obvious and intimate connection.” The
fight on Braavalla Feld took place about A.p. 735 ; the sepul-
chral remains there erected, if transported to Moytirra Cong or
Carrowmore, could not be distinguished from the Irish remains.
The similarity is so great that it is difficult to account for the
fact of the period of the two battles being separated by seven
centuries, though there are differences in form, such as triangles
and other devices which show Braavalla to be of more modern
date.

The Four Masters give a.M. 3303 as the date of the battle
of South Moytirra, and the second battle twenty-seven years
afterwards. The best antiquaries are agreed that alphabetical
writing was unknown in Ireland before the time of Cormac-
Mac Art, A.p. 218-266, although Ogham? characters existed long

1 Ogham writing has been found only in the form of tomb inscriptions ;
neither does it seem capable of being adapted to chronicle elaborate
detailed histories, or long, flowery, poetic compositions. It has generally
been considered as druidical, as the original literary character of Pagan
Ireland ; and in corroboration of this theory, it has been observed that
the majority of Ogham inscriptions hitherto brought to light have been
obtained from undoubted heathen localities. In Petrie’s opinion, the
Druidic origin of Ogham writing was a theory which still remained to be
proved. Maurice O’'Giblan, Canon of Achonry, who died a.p. 1328, is
stated to have been the most learned man in Ireland in expounding the
ancient and modern laws, both canon and civil. He was also Professor
of Poetry and Ogham Writing. The art of decyphering Ogham inscrip-
tions was long lost, but some degree of light has been thrown upon the
obscurity which formerly enshrouded them. To the Rev. J. A. French,
Rector of Drumcliff, the writer is indebted for the following alphabet of
Ogham characters, sixteen letters, four arrangements of strokes upon a
line on stone, discovered in the cave of Dunloe, Killarney, Co. Kerry, in
1838 :—

//o/_.‘/‘/lr'/c. ao0.w. L . /
0/ a—" 77

7)/8 74
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before that date. Petrie, in his ““ History of Tara,” states that
the Irish were unacquainted with letters till about the;'fifth%cen-
tury, and here the question arises: ‘‘ Before the introduction of
writing into a country, how long could so detailed a narrative as
that which we possess of the battles of Moytirra, and one so
capable of being verified by material evidences on the spot, be
handed down orally as a plain prose narrative ? Among so rude
a people as the Irish avowedly then were, would this period be
one century, or two, or how many ?’!

It seems absolutely impossible that the date of the battle can
be so remote as stated by the Four Masters; a.m. 3330, the
date given by them, is equivalent to about B.c. 1869, but no
dependence can be placed upon their chronology. Ireland, from
the remotest period, has always been divided into numerous
petty kingdoms ; so the compilers of the annals had an abun-
dance of names of chiefs at their disposal; and instead of
treating them as contemporary, wrote them out consecutively
till they reached back to Noah. Ferguson, after a length-
ened analysis of the question, came to the conelusion that
the two battles in question took place within either the fifty
years preceding or the fifty years following the birth of Christ.
‘Whatever opinion may be formed regarding the date of the
battle of North Moytirra, there can be little doubt as to the
scenes of the combat. In the parish of Killadoon, Tirerrill, are
ten giants’ graves and cromlechs, and four pillar-stones, or
ligauns, besides minor remains testifying to a battle? In the

1 ¢¢Rude Stone Monuments,” p. 197.

* The first skirmish would seem to have occurred near the site of the
present church of Kilmactranny, where were formerly a mound and pillar
stone. Apparently the last monument northwards is in the townland of
Carrickglass, and is called Labby, i.e., the bed, it is a very large cromlech.
The pillar-stone of greatest size, called Eglone, stands near the village of
Highwood ; it is nearty nineteen feet in height, measures eleven ft. six in.
on two of its sides, and about eight feet on the other two. Calculating
the limestone at 158 1bs. per cubic foot, there is the enormous weight of
considerably over 100 tons. No remains are visible, as far as the writer
could discover, of any circle on the battle-field of Moytirra.

Picture the west coast of Ireland as the coast of Norway or Iceland ; each
long arm of the Atlantic which indents its shore filled with solid ice ; great
sheets of ice spread far and wide over the mountains and lowlands of the
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townland of Carrickard, about a mile from the townland of
Moytirra, is an eminence still called Moytirra; and in the
neighbouring parish, close to the battle-field, is a locality called
Suidh-Lughaid, Lughaid’s Seat, where, it is said, giants con-
gregated in times of old. In fact, the monuments in Tirerrill,
so far as they go, are confirmatory of the legend. But the
battle of North Moytirra was a great and decisive battle, one in
which considerable numbers were engaged; in short, a battle
which formed a turning-point in the history of the country. It
must cause surprise that the collection of Megalithic remains in
Tirerrill is not of extent sufficient to mark the site of a struggle
80 important in results, and in which such vast numbers were
engaged. The enigma, however, is at once solved, if to the
monuments in Tirerrill we add those in Carrowmore, where the
defeated and fugitive Fomorians most probably met their final
overthrow. The large invading army landed on the coasts of
Sligo, and advanced inlo the country. They came in contact
with, and were defeated by, the Tuatha de Danans at Moytirra
in Tirerrill. A defeated force of invaders would naturally fall
back upon their shipping, and with that object the direct line of
retreat from Moytirra in Tirerrill would be through the district
of Cuil-irra,' in the very heart of which lies Carrowmore, the
spot so thickly strewn with sepulchral monuments, the most

country : this ice not stationary, but increased by fresh snow-falls, con-
stantly gliding little by little from the highlands to the sea, rubbing and
rounding the surface of the rocks on which it rests. In this manner the
rocks which strew Carrowmore were carried many miles ; those which
had fallen from the cliffs of the inland mountains travelled slowly but
surely to Cuil-irra, there to be deposited, and the rounded, polished,
globular, quartzite boulders to be utilised by the aborigines long ages
afterwards for sepulchral monuments. In Moytirra the blocks seem to
have been deposited on the earth, unaffected by grinding action ; they
are huge rectangular blocks of grey magnesian limestone, and are com-
paratively fewer in number, though of vastly greater size, than at Car-
rowmore. Might not this serve to explain the difference in the character
of the monuments? In Moytirra the aborigines, with rude materials
ready at hand, formed the cromlech, the grave, and stone pillar, but had
not wherewithal to construct the surirounding circle. In Carrowmore
those conditions were reversed.

! Foot-note, ante p. 12, demonstrates that some of the invaders landed
to the north of Sligo.

(¢}
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numerous and important in Ireland. The Irish manuseript
from which this account of the battle of North Moytirra is taken
appears to be imperfect at the end. O’Cu.rry accounts'fo‘r this
by the surmise that it had probably contained a description of
the setting up of the tombs, pillars, and cyclopean graves and
monuments in Tirerrill; but may not the author of the manu-
script equally be supposed to have closed his narrative by re-
counting the retreat of the defeated army from the battle-field of
Moytirra, the vigorous pursuit, the rally of the Fomorians to
cover their embarkation, their last desperate struggle, and final
rout at Carrowmore. A very remarkable cairn on a neighbouring
hill overlooks this scene. According to the ideal of a warrior’s
grave, as given by Beowulf in the fifth century, nothing could
more perfectly correspond to his description than the cairn on
Knocknarea.!
“‘ Then wrought

The people of the Westerns

A mound over the sea ;

It was high and broad,

By the sea-faring man
To be seen afar.”

A Longfellow might easily conjure up the apparition of an old
Viking starting from the tomb, and directing his history to be
properly recorded :— :

‘¢ I was a Viking old !
My deeds, though manifold,
No skald in song has told,
No saga taught thee.” .

The hill on which stands this cairn, or misgaun, rises to a
height of 1,078 feet. On the one side, in close proximity, is
Carrowmore ; on the other side the hill rises almost straight
from the sea-line, and the observer has thus the full benefit of
its elevation. The misgaun, even from a considerable distance,

! Charles O’Conor, of Balanagar, in one of his unpublished letters,
states the Irish name of the hill to be Onoc-na-re, the hill of the moon, -
and'he conjectured that it was so called from the ancient inhabitants
ha.vmg pe.rformed their Neomenia, or devotions to the new moon, on the
calrn on 1ts summit. By nearly every other authority this hill is called
C’;wc-1m—riagh, the hill of the executions.—MS. Letters, Ordnance Survey.
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forms a very striking feature of the landscape, standing distinctly
against the sky-line. It commands a splendid panoramic view,
a prospect wide and varied of the county in every direction; the
mountains of Donegal, as well as the entire Sligo range, being
distinetly visible from the summit.

The cairn was described by the Rt. Hon. William Burton in
1779 as an enormous heap of small stones, oval in figure, its
circumference 650 feet at the base; on the one side a slope of
79, and on the other of 67 feet; the area on the top in its
longest diameter 100 feet, and 85 feet in its shortest. When
Petrie visited it in 1837 it was only 590 feet in circumference,
and the longest diameter on the top but 80 feet; it had in the
interval been used as a quarry. Around its base are the remains
of many sepulchral monuments of lesser importance. A careful
excavation within these tombs resulted in the discovery not only
of human interments, but also of several rude ornaments and
implements of stone of a similar character to those usually
found in sepulchres of this class in Ireland, and which identify
the group of monuments as of contemporaneous age with those
of Carrowmore, and mark them as belonging to any period of
semi-civilised society in Ireland.!

On the completion of their conquest, the Tuatha de Danans
divided Ireland into three parts, and appointed a king over each.
They ruled the kingdom during two centuries,” and were in their
turn overcome by the Milesian or Scotic race. The Firbolgs,

! Stokes’ ¢‘ Life of Petrie,” p. 256. There is good reason for doubting
the tradition that the large cairn or misgaun is the tomb of Queen Meave.
There is the direct testimony of a commentary written by Moelmuiri,
that ‘“ Meave was buried at Rathcroghan, which was the proper burying-
place of her race, her body having been removed by her people from
Fort Meave, for they deemed it more honourable to have her interred at
Croghan.” As the ‘“Book of the Cemeteries” confirms this, there seems
no good reason for doubting the fact.

% During the rule of the Tuatha de Danans, Ireland was called Innis-
Jail, the Isle of Destiny, so termed from Lia-fail, the Stone of Destiny,
which the legends recount they brought with them and held in the
highest veneration. Seated on it, the ancient monarchs of Ireland, both
in Pagan and Christian times, were inaugurated. This supposed magic
stone was in the ninth century sent to Scotland, in order to secure the
then dynasty on the throne, an ancient tradition having induced the
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having assisted the Milesians to subdue the Tuatha de Danans,
were in recompense restored to a great part of their former pos-
sessions in Connaught, especially in Sligo, where they were ruled
by their own chiefs till the third century, at which period Cormac
MacArt attacked and defeated Hugh, son of Garadh, King of
Connaught, the last ruler of the Firbolg race. They never re-
acquired power, but sank to the position of farmers and peasants.
The majority of the population of Connaught is generally con-
gidered to be of Firbolg descent. There are accounts of many
battles between the Milesians and the Firbolgs, who were with
difficulty kept in subjection—in a state of vassalage—their
Milesian masters ruling as the aristocracy. Some Firbolg
tribes who were tributary to Carbry, King of Leinster, held
from him extensive tracts of land, for which he exacted such ex-
cessive rents that they abandoned their tribal territories and
moved into Connaught, where they obtained pasturage on rea-
sonable terms from Oilioll and Meave, king and queen of that
province. Rack rents thus appear to date from an early period
of TIrish history.

The various races or tribes which peopled Sligo being now
recorded, the next point is to consider the traces they have left
behind them. Their dwellings and their sepulchral monuments
prominently demand notice.

Their dwellings were termed (1) Raths' and (2) Cashels.?

belief that the Scotic race should rule only so long as this magic stone,
taken from the Tuatha de Danans, was in their possession. The transla-
tion of an old Irish distich says :—

“ If Fate’s decrees be not announced in vain,
Where'er this stone is kept the Scots shall reign.”

It was preserved with the greatest care in Scone, in Perth. On it the
monarchs of Scotland were crowned till the year 1296, when Edward,
King of England, having overrun Scotland, carried off from the cathedral
of Scone, as a trophy of victory, the Stone of Destiny, which he placed
under the coronation chair, where it still remains, in Westminster Abbey.
On it all our monarchs have since been crowned, and in the person of our
present gracious sovereign, the Scottish race reigns where the Stone of
Destiny is kept.

! Rath, Dun, and Lis, whatever may originally have been the distinc-
tion, are all now synonymous.

? Caisel, Cashel, and Cathair are also synonymous.
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(1.) Raths are the circular earthen ramparts formerly sur-
rounded by a deep fosse or ditch, of which remains, in a more
or less perfect state are to be found all over the kingdom ; they
are, for the most part, situated on hills,' and Sligo comprises
within its area a larger proportion of raths than any other dis-
trict of like extent in the kingdom. There are 1,882 of these
forts® in the county. The barony of Carbury, in proportion to
its size, contains the largest number of forts, being 407 within
an area of 78,000 acres; Coolavin, with 29,000 acres, has 61
forts ; Leyny, with 121,000 acres, 496 ; Tirerrill, with 79,000
- acres, 359 ; Corran, with 45,000 acres, 206 ; and Tireragh, with
106,000 acres, 857 forts. Some of these circular fortresses are
peculiar. In the townland of Lugnamackan, the kollow of the
parsnips, there is a trefoil arrangement?® like the leaf of a sham-
rock ; not far from this are three raths, forming a cable-chain
pattern. In Tireragh there are remains of a few forts, square in
form, possibly of less ancient origin. Some forts have but a
single rampart, others have two, or even three ramparts; the
ordinary extent of ground enclosed within the fortifications

! Lisnalurg, the fort of the hollow, near the town of Sligo, a famous find
for the Sligo Hounds, is a remarkable exception to this rule, the ramparts
enclosing a cup-like depression of the ground.

? The forts have been carefully counted, and the greatest attention
given to avoid, if possible, the most trifling inaccuracy. They are dis-
tributed in parishes, as follows, but it is possible that some of these
remains may be of sepulchral origin.

Barony of Carbury.—Ahamlish, 144 ; Rossinver, 22; Drumcliff, 65 ;
Calry, 54 ; St. John’s, 45; Kilmacowen, 34 ; Kilaspugbrone, 43.

Barony of Coolavin (Half.)—Kilcolman, 9 ; Kilfree, 32 ; Killaraght, 20.

Barony of Leyny. —Achonry, 231 ; Ballysodare, 51 ; Killoran, 89 ; Kil-
macteige, 70 ; Kilvarnet, 55.

Barony of Tirerrill.—Aghanagh, 25 ; Ballynakill, 30 ; Ballysodare (part
of), 36 ; Ballysummaghan, 41 ; Drumcolumb, 27 ; Killadoon, 30; Kil-
lerry, 26 ; Kilmaccallan, 69 ; Kilmactranny, 32 ; Kilross, 13; Shancough,
10 ; Tawnagh, 21.

Barony of Corran.—Cloonoghill, 39; Drumrat, 22; Emlaghfad, 55 ;
Kilmorgan, 26 ; Kilshalvy, 17 ; Kilturra, 23 ; Tomour, 24.

Barony of Tireragh.—Castleconor, 27 ; Dromard, 67; Easky, 32; Kil-
glass, 42; Kilmacshalgan, 40; Kilmoremoy, 25; Skreen, 67 ; Temple-
boy, 57.

¥ Ordnance Sheet, 20.
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varies from a rood to half an acre, but there are raths much
larger, containing from one to two acres., They may be divided
into three classes: (i.), those for the penning of flocks and
herds at night, to protect them from wolves and marauders;
(ii.), the fortified residences of the smaller chiefs; and (iii.),
those of the head chiefs or provinecial kings. Perfect classifi-
cation seems now impossible ; but it may safely be assumed that
those with two or more ramparts were for defence, or the head-
quarters of chiefs. These raths are very commonly called
Danish forts, from a tradition that they were erected as strong-
holds by the Danes; yet many thousands are found in remote
parts, where the Danes either. had not penetrated or had no -
possessions. The raths must have been erected principally by
the Tuatha de Danans and the Milesians. Many raths have
been levelled, yet at least thirty thousand still remain in Ire-
land, preserved from destruction by the peasantry, who entertain
the traditional belief that it is unlucky to meddle with them,
misfortune being always the result. This childish dread, rather
than veneration for antiquities, has tended to the preservation
of the forts. The Tuatha de Danans, when in their turn con-
quered by the Milesians, are fabled to have retired to under-
ground dwellings, and by magic arts to have existed in the
interior of the raths and green knolls; gradually dwindling in
size by living underground, they were thien called ¢ good people,”
or fairies, and as ghosts of a hostile though conquered race they
were dreaded but not reverenced; they became objects of a
strange fear, and the amount of mischief aseribed to them in
the imagination of the peasantry was wonderful, considering the
very small stature assigned to these fairies. Like Puck, they
were said to—
¢¢ Skim milk, and sometimes labour in the quern,
And bootless make the breathless housewife churn,

And sometimes make the drink to bear no barm,
Mislead night wanderers, laughing at their harm.”

They were represented to be also a jealous little race, who
bore ill-will against anyone speaking badly of them, or even
naming them at all ; they resented any slight to their dignity
with marked disapprobation ; and yet a libation of beestheens, or
the thick new milk given by the cow just after calving, if poured
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height of six or eight feet. There are no small stones in it, but
it is built of limestone boulders, which were probably the material
nearest at hand ; the mass of the wall merely consists of rubble
very loosely put together.”

The doorway was on the eastern side. Only one of the lower
stones is now remaining, and this measures three feet eight
inches in width. Here the wall is thirteen feet in thickness,
and the doorway was, consequently, of this depth. It grows
narrower on the inner than on the outer side. There is no trace
of any flight of steps in the wall leading to a banquette, but
there is a passage on the west side in the thickness of the wall.
Altogether, the fort is totally different from those in the Arran
Islands, and very inferior in eonstruction.”*

The sepulchral remains of the aborigines, like those of all
primitive peoples, are more important, as well as interesting, than
their habitations.* The mortuary traces left are (i.) Sepulchral
Mounds, (ii.) Cairns, (iii.) Cromlechs, (iv.) Pillar Stones,
(v.) Rocking Stones (vi.) Stone Circles.

(i.) Sepulchral Mounds® or Tumuli, commonly called ‘‘moats”
in Ireland, and ‘ barrows”’ in England, are of various sizes, and
of circular or conical form, having the appearance of hillocks ;
some are simple mounds of earth, others contain small stone
chambers or cists, others again, have megalithic chambers with
or without external access. When opened they have been found
to contain funeral urns, remains of human bones, military
weapons, &c., showing them to have been places of sepulture for
kings, chiefs, and warriors. This mode of interment was prac-
tised even after the introduction of Christianity.

(ii.) Cairns, so called from the Irish word signifying a heap
or pile of stones, are frequently of immense size, containing
many thousand cubic yards of these materials, and usually
placed on high hills ; the Misgaun on the summit of Knocknarea
is the best example ; the cairn at Heapstown, however, is on low-

1 ¢ Notes on Irish Architecture,” by Lord Dunravin, Vol.i., p. 17. The
cashel is situated in the townland of Cashelgarron.

? They had also another form of habitation 4.e., lake dwellings, de-
scribed in the next chapter.

# Mounds and raths so closely resemble each other as to be easily con-
founded.
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Rocking Stones are mentioned by Pliny, who thus describes
one—* Juxta Haspasus oppidum Asiz, cautes stat horrenda uno
digiti mobilis, eadem si toto corpere impellatur resistens.” A
slight push produces an oscillation, not fitful or irregular, but like
the beating of & pendulum, and always in proportion to the force
applied ; hence, they could not well have been divination stones,
for the answer must always have been alike. The phenomena
may be explained by denudation. The agency of water would
suffice to account for the gradual removal of the earth originally
surrounding these stones, on the same principle that the sur-
rounding ice, having been melted away by the action of the sun,
rocking stones are seen on the surface of the Swiss glaciers.
If a great block of stone fall from the cliffs on to the surface of
the glacier, the ice which it covers is protected from the sun’s
rays, therefore does not melt ; and whilst the general level of
the glacier sinks, the stone remains eventually balanced on the
summit of a pedestal of ice, the height of which is in proportion
to the activity of the fusion during the summer heats.

(vi.) Stone Circles, being commemorative monuments to
chiefs fallen in battle, may be said to mark the site of ancient
battle-fields. They consist of stones, rough and unhewn, placed
in triple, double, or single circles—circles surrounding tumuli,
circles surrounding cromlechs.!

The following detailed descriptions of the stone sepulchres
which strew the battle-fields of Carrowmore have been carefully
noted on the spot, and compared with the account given by
Petrie in 1836. .

The principal group at Carrowmore, consisting now of about
sixty-five monuments, is situated on an elevated table-land, ex-
tending not more than a mile in one direction, and about half a
mile in the other. Within the space is congregated almost every
variety of Megalithic work; stone cairns with sepulehral cham-
bers in their interiors, cromlechs standing alone, which evi-

1 “That these monuments are wholly sepulchral must, I think, be at
once obvious, and this is the only origin assigned them in the ancient and
iving traditions of the country, nor are they known by other names than
hose which support those traditions, as Leaba-na-b-fian, the graves of the
warriors, and Leaba-na-Fearmore, the graves of the giants.” MMS. Letters
of Petrie. 3

* MS. Letters, Ordnance Survey.
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4. This cirele is situated a short distance to the N.E. of the
preceding. The diameter of the circle is 40 feet, and the num-
ber of stones appears to have been originally forty, of which
twenty-one remained in 1837, but now only one is to be seen.
The cromlech is in a perfect state, and is formed of five sup-
porting and one table-stone, altogether about 5 feet in height,
and the table-stone 14 feet in circumference.

5. Of No. 5 cirele, in 1837 only eight stones remained in
their original position, and the cromlech was then gone. The
diameter of the circle was apparently the same as that last
noticed, only fourteen paces distant to the N.E. The stones of
which it was composed are now built into the wall of the field.

6. Circle and cromlech were both destroyed in 1815. Its
situation was N.E. of No, 5.

6%, Between No. 6 and the circle next to be noticed were
several very large stones, which must have belonged to another
circle. '

7. Situated to the N.E. of the preceding. Both cirele and
cromlech are perfect. The diameter of the circle is 87 feet, the
number of stones composing it 32. The eromlech is about 8
feet high ; the table-stone, which rests on six supporting stones
of great magnitude, is 9 feet in length and 23 feet in circum-
ference. This cromlech and circle, being situated on the ridge
of a hill, produce a very striking and picturesque effect. It is
the largest and most complete of the series.

7¥. Between No. 7 and the following were formerly several
large stones, remains of another circle.

8. No. 8 circle is 90 feet in diameter, and is most probably
sepulchral, although having somewhat the appearance of a
Raleen. The surrounding stones are nearly buried in the clay
bank. There are no remains of a eromlech within it.

9. No. 9 is situated still farther to the N.E., and consists now
of ten remarkably large stones; it may be doubted if there were
ever more than twelve. Diameter, 42 feet. There are no re-
mains of a cromlech.

10. This circle, situated to the N.E. of the last, is in part
destroyed ; but judging from the portion which remains, it must
have been very large. Apparently it consisted of but twelve
stones, of which eight remain, and are of unusually great size.
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circumference of the flag is 18 feet ; length, 4 ft. 4 in., and 1 ft.
6 in. thick. Both Nos. 15 and 16 have been greatly injured
since 1837.

17. This circle is situated on the opposite or western side of
the road, south of the preceding, and has been partly destroyed
in forming the road. Apparently it had been a double circle,
the stones of large size, the external diameter being 40 feet.
The covering stone of the cromlech, 12 feet in circumference,
has been displaced. Within its enclosure human bones and
fragments of an urn were found. }

18. This circle is twenty paces to the south of No. 17, which
it greatly resembles. It is 40 feet in diameter, with an inner
circle formed, as usual, of smaller stones. Of the external circle
twenty-nine stones remain ; the original number seems to have
been thirty-ﬁfre. A cromlech, now ruined, is in the centre, and
there appears to have been originally a second cromlech, or kist-
vaen, within the circle. Between it and the next circle to be
noticed, there is every reason to believe that three or more circles
have been destroyed, as alleged, by the country-people. (18 a,
18 b, 18 ¢.) The wall on the south side of the road is for some
distance entirely formed of boulders, such as generally compose
stone circles.

19. This circle, to the south of No. 18, is one of the grandest
now remaining. It is a raised mound 72 feet in diameter.
On the edge are forty-nine stones; the original number had
been apparently fifty-two, but the mound having been under-
mined by people searching for gravel, some of the stones to the
N.W. have rolled to the bottom of the slope. The stones are
all of great magnitude; many of them stand seven feet above
ground. The circle had evidently contained several kistvaens,
or cromlechs, of which remains are visible. There was one also
outside the circle, some stones of which remain.

20. Situated about twenty paces to the south of the preceding.
This circle was of very small diameter, and consisted of. twelve
stones, five of which had been removed prior to 1887.

21. Still further south. A few stones of the circle were in
their places in 1837, but now the table-stone of the cromlech
alone remains.

22. Situated to the S.E. of the preceding, and close to the
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road, is a fine double circle, with a cromlech, now a total ruin,
in the interior. The diameter of the outer circle is 53 feet; of
the inner, 32 feet. The stones in both had been placed quite
close to each other, but are now greatly displaced. The number
of stones in the outer circle is now forty-five, but appears ori-
ginally to have been fifty-two, as spaces for seven stones are
empty. Within the cromlech an interment was found.

23. This circle is situated about fifteen paces to the south of
No. 22. It is considerably injured, only seventeen stones re-
maining of the circle, which originally consisted of from thirty to
thirty-two. The diameter is 86 feet. Human bones have been
found within the cromlech, of which the stones remain, but are
displaced.

24. West of the preceding are twenty-three large stones which
had evidently belonged to another circle, now destroyed. These
stones, rolled to the bottom of the hill in clearing the land, and
placed in a row may, perhaps, be mistaken by some future anti-
quarian for an avenue !

25. Situated about six paces west of No. 23 ; of this circle
only nine stones remain, and no cromlech. The diameter was
originally 45 feet.

26. This circle, to the south of the preceding, and near the
road, is in an almost perfect state, the cromlech or kistvaen
alone is wanting. The stones are large, and placed quite close
to each other; they are thirty-eight in number. The diameter
of the circle is 50 feet.

27. To the S.W. of No. 26 is a double circle, one of the finest
of the series. The stones of the inner circle are small, and
nearly covered by the earth ; those of the outer are of large size,
averaging 6 feet in height, and 20 feet in circumference, the
diameter of the circle 60 feet, the number of stones in the circle
is thirty-seven ; the pillar stones of the cromlech, sixteen in
number, remain, but the covering-stone, or stones, for it is pro-
bable there were more than one, have been destroyed.

28. This circle is situated about twenty paces to the S.E. of
the preceding ; only a vestige remains, consisting of three stones,
with the supporting stones of the cromlech. The destruction
of this circle occurred prior to 1837.

29. Still more to the south ; only slight vestiges of this circle
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remained in 1837. Human bones were then found within the
tomb.

80. This ecircle, with its fine cromlech, was stated by Petrie,
in 1887, to have been destroyed a very short time previously.
It was situated to the east of the preceding, and on the eastern
side of the road. One huge stone, standing alone like a sentinel,
marks where the chief reposed.

81. Situated on Leachtareal Hill, to the west of the road, and
gouth of the preceding; only a few stones remain of this circle
and cromlech, which were destroyed prior to 1887; human
bones were found within the latter. The diameter of the circle
was small, but the stones were of great size. Some of them are
at a considerable height in-the ditch of a garden on the west
side of Leachtareal Hill.

82. TIs situated a few paces south of the preceding, south
of the lane: the cromlech is broken, but the circle, 42 feet in
diameter, is nearly perfect; the stones are of smaller size than
the remains of No. 81. Within the memory of old people there
had been a remarkable cairn adjacent to these circles, which
gave name to Leachtareal Hill. It was destroyed many years
since, for the purpose of building walls. - Not a trace of it now
remains.

83, 84. Of these circles, which had been situated to the south
of the preceding, but slight vestiges remain ; they were destroyed
about the year 1820.

85. Situated still further south, has also been destroyed, but
some of the supporting stones of the cromlech remain, In the
vicinity there had been other circles, now destroyed. A few
stones remain scattered here and there, but nowhere sufficiently
numerous to enable one to reconstruct the circle. (85,% &ec.)

86. This circle, nearly perfect, is situated west of the pre-
ceding ; it now consists of forty-nine stones, of which some are
thrown down or displaced ; the upper stone of the ecromlech has
also been displaced, but lies beside its supports. The diameter
of the circle is 60 feet. To the east is a knoll resembling a
tumnulus. (86.%)

87. Situated to the south of No. 86 is a triple circle, and in
its centre a cromlech in a perfect state, but of the smallest size ;
it is not more than 4 feet in height; the circumference of the
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47. This cirele is situated immediately west of the cashel, and
is in part destroyed, about twenty stones remain, several of them
displaced, and the cromlech is entirely gone. In the same field,
to the N.W., there are a vast number of large stones, and the
boundary is in great part composed of similar stones, but it is
impossible to trace with any certainty a circular arrangement
among them. Within the memory of the present inhabitants of
the townlands, the chain of circles was carried on without inter-
ruption through the great field immediately to the north. They
were destroyed for the purpose of clearing the ground. The
men employed in their demolition, and who were interrogated
by Petrie, in 1837, remembered six or more of them in exist-
ence (47% a, 4T* b, 47% ¢, 47% d, 47% ¢, 47% f), and the stones
of which they were composed remain partly in pits within the
field, and partly in the surrounding field-walls. In all these
circles bones were found beneath the cromlechs. Towards the
north of the field the series is again resumed.

48. Of this circle, which appears to have been of great size,
only one stone remains, but its cromlech is perfect. It consists
of supporting stones, and a covering flag 6 feet square. The one
remaining stone of the circle is about 5 feet in height, 88 feet
distant from the cromlech, which would give a diameter of at
least 76 feet to the circle in its perfect state.

49. Situated about eighty paces to the north of No. 48.is a
double circle, with a cromlech in the centre, of which only one
stone now remains. The stones in the outer circle were con-
siderably larger than those in the inner, and appear to have
consisted of thirty-two, but most of them have been removed.
The stones of the inner circle are nearly covered with earth.
The diameter of the circle is 88 feet.

50. The remains of this circle which, with its cromlech, was
destroyed in the year 1834, consisted of twenty-four large stones.
They were situated west of the great cairn next to be noticed.

51. This was formerly the most important monument of the
entire series, and evidently, both from its magnitude and cen-
tral situation, marks the sepulchre of the most distinguished
person entombed in this great cemetery. In its present state
of dilapidation it is impossible to describe with certainty its
original proportions, but enough remains to approximate to the
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truth ; its destruction, by exposing the interior to view, has fur-
nished information which could not otherwise have been ac-
quired. Its situation is more elevated than that of any of the
surrounding monuments, and its circumference considerably
greater, the diameter being about 150 feet. It consisted origin-
ally of two concentric circles, with a cromlech or kistvaen in the
centre ; but the space enclosed by the outer circle was covered by
a cairn, or heap of stones, originally, it is probable not less than
40 feet or 50 feet in height. The use of the cairn as a quarry
for many years, by the neighbouring inhabitants, diminished its
altitude, and finally exposed the tomb within it, which is com-
posed of stones of great magnitude, built with an unusual degree
of regularity in form. The covering-stone, 10 feet square and
2 feet thick, unlike those in all the other tombs, is not granite
but limestone, so also are some of its supports. The persons
who first opened it assert that they found nothing within it but
burned wood and human bones. The half calcined bones of
horses were found in the body of the cairn in great quantity.
The stones which formed the outer circle were of large size, but
most of them have been carried away, only a conjecture therefore
can be formed as to the original number, which, allowing a
breadth of 8 feet to each stone, would account for 150. This
cairn is called Listoghill, i.e., Ryefort ; but this is obviously not
its original name, being founded on the erroneous supposition
that the monument was a Lis or Fort.

52. The next monument, situated seventy paces N.W. of the
cairn, was a large circle, destroyed for the building materials
which it afforded. The cromlech, a very large, and apparently
a double one, still remains, but is in great part covered by stones
collected to clear the adjacent fields.

53. Of this, only the cromlech remains; the circle was de-
stroyed many years ago.

54. Of this cirele but few stones remain.’

55. This circle and the cromlech, which Petrie states was
tolerably perfect in 1837, is now so covered with stones, the
clearing of the fields, that it is impossible to deseribe it. It
forms a conspicuous mound close to the road, and is the last
link of the external chain of circles which commences at No. 1.
Any intermediate circles which may have formerly existed have
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been removed for the formation of the road, or to clear a site for
the cottages on either side.

56. Is situated to the N.E., about seventy paces from the
cairn. Tts diameter is 86 feet, and it is nearly perfect, but the
cromlech wants its covering flag.

57. This circle, eight paces east of the preceding, is perfect,
it consists of thirty-two stomes of large size. The cromlech is
destroyed.

58. To the N.W. of No. 57. The circle is entirely destroyed,
but the supporting stones of the cromlech remain.

59. Eight paces east of the preceding. In this instance again
the circle is destroyed, only the supporting stones of the crom-
lech, nine in number, arranged in a circle, remain. This is the
last of the monuments of which any distinet remains are to be
found ; there is, however, E.N.E. from No. 59, a monument
which, though somewhat detached, and different in character
from the principal series of remains, is evidently of coeval erec-
tion, and should be considered as belonging to the group.

60. This monument, to the east of the road leading to Sligo, is
a great circular enclosure originally surrounded, as in all preceding
examples, by a circle of large stones. Most of these have been
removed to clear the land, and those which remain are nearly
covered with earth. The enclosure is known in the district by
the name of Caltragh, the grave-yard, from the fact that it is
full of human bones; but no interment has ever been made
within the enclosure in the memory of man, nor is there any
tradition of a church having ever been there ; it evidently dates
from Pagan times ; and the conclusion may, perhaps, be drawn
with safety, that whilst the other monuments were the tombs of
chiefs or leaders, this was the general cemetery of the soldiers or
common people.

61. The first of the northern, or detached cluster of cireles, is
near the road leading from Rathearrick to Sligo, in the townland
of Barnasrahy. Of No. 61 there are but five stones remaining ;
they are six feet in height ; and from the arc of the circle which
they deseribe, it may be concluded with certainty that the circle
was of unusual extent. One stone has been recently split by
dynamite, not to clear the land, but apparently from sheer
wantonness. Two intermediate circles, marked on the ordnance
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map, but unnoticed by Petrie, have almost totally disappeared.
(51% a, 51*% b).

62. The next monument is a tumulus, composed of stones and
clay, popularly known as Cruckan-a-curragh, the little hill of the
marsh, is about 180 feet in circumference, and 15 feet in height.
The summit, as is usual in sepulchral cairns, rather hollowed.

63. A few yards to the S.E. of the cairn is a circle quite per-
fect, but the stones are nearly covered with earth. It is 70 feet
in diameter, traversed by an old ditch that conceals its propor-
tions, and to some extent obscures a very peculiar arrangement
of stones in the interior of the enclosure. The disposition of
boulders is wnique in this large series of remains. Human
bones were found within the centre, and the people of the neigh-
bourhood state that a bronze sword was also discovered in it
many years ago.

This is the last of the monuments bearing a sepulchral cha-
racter ; but in the neighbourhood of the group in Barnasrahy is
a remarkable boundary stone which may, perhaps, be of coeval
antiquity.

64. This stone marks the mering of the three parishes of the
district formerly termed Cuil-irra. It is a thin limestone-flag
set on edge, 9 feet in height and breadth above ground. It is
pierced by a square hole towards the east side, and from its mot-
tled appearance, is popularly called cloch-breac, or the speckled
stone. At Minchen Hampton, in Gloucestershire, there is an
ancient stone, or Menhir, called ¢ The Long Stone.” At the
lower end is a perforation through which children used to be
passed for a cure, or prevention of measles, whooping-cough,
and other childish ailments. Similar stones in Cornwall are
employed in the same way, as also in India, where such stones
are common.

65. A little to the south of this boundary stone is a remark-
able well, or spring, called Tobernaveen, T'obar-na-b-fian, the
well of the warriors, perhaps in allusion to the combatants
having there slacked their thirst after the battle of Carrowmore.
Before concluding the description of the monuments, one sculp-
tured grave, situated in a field near Cloverhill, deserves special
notice. It is 7 feet in length by 5 feet in breadth and 4" 6" in
depth. The capstones were originally flush with the earth, and
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no cairn, or circle of stones, surrounded it externally, nor is
there any tradition of any such ever having existed. The carv-
ings on the stones forming the chamber, though now shallow and
very indistinct, were, when first discovered, very sharply defined ;
they are now also half concealed by lichens and moss. The
character of the sculptures is something between those of Talten
and Brugh, ¢ which would agree very well with its date if we sup-
pose it connected with the battle-field. This, however, is very
doubtful ; for there are few things that come out more pro-
minently on investigation than the fact that all monuments
which are directly or indirectly connected with battle-fields are
rude and untouched by the chisel, but that all, or nearly all
those which are in cemeteries, or have been erected leisurely, by
or for those who oceupy them, are more or less ornamented.””*
It may be contended that interments discovered under these
various sepulchres, cromlechs, and stone circles must necessarily
be of remotest antiquity, owing to the non-discovery of iron ; but
iron may have been found, and yet the fact not considered worth
recording ; for it is only at a comparatively recent date that anti-
quarians have divided the duration of man on earth into the
three ages of stone, bronze, and iron. The stone cireles and
cromlechs on the various battle-fields have not been thoroughly
or scientifically explored, but bronze and flint weapons, and gold
ornaments in abundance have been found. Weapons of bone or
flint were certainly in use at an earlier age than bronze and iron ;
but it is more than probable that flint, bronze, and iron may have
been in use at one and the same period, and in the same locality,
down to a period long subsequent to the Christian era.? To this
day the Esquimaux use bone implements, but they also employ

1 Ferguson’s ‘“ Rude Stone Monuments,” p. 223.

2 Tt is a great mistake to suppose that implements of stone were
abandoned directly metal was discovered. . . . . it would be easy to
quote numerous instances in which implements have been, without any
sufficient reason, referred to the Stone Age, merely because they were
formed of stone.” . . . . ‘I cannot, therefore, too strongly impress upon
archaeologists that many stone implements belong to the Metallic period.
Why then, it will be asked, may they not all have been s01” . . .. *‘It
is an error to suppose that the rudest flint implements are necessarily the
oldest.”—Sir John Lubbock’s * Introduction to Nileson’s Stone Age of
Seandanavia.”






CHAPTER 1L

FIRST GLIMPSES OF SLIGO.

*¢¢ An outline is the best ;
A lively reader’s fancy does the rest.”

¢ Land of brown heath and shaggy wood,
Land of the mountain and the flood.”

¢ How changed! Those oaks that tower’d so high,
Dismember’d, stript, extended Le.”

Ezxtent of Connaught.

7] Jrj\\ HE ancient Kingdom of Connaught comprised the
(Ve \% present Counties of Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon,
{7 %))  Mayo, and Galway, together with the County of
Clare, now included in the Province of Munster.
Part of the County Cavan also belonged to Connaught
till the sixteenth century, when it was incorporated into
Ulster. Towards the close of the third century, the terri-
tory forming the present County of Clare was taken from Con-
naught, and added to Limerick, under the name of Thomond;
but so late as the sixteenth century, it was generally believed to
form part of the Western Province ; for Sir Henry Sidney, when
preparing to divide Connaught into counties, adopted the ancient
boundaries.!

Connaught was Latinized Conacia; the name of the people,

Conachtaigh, was Latinized Conacii and Conachtenses, Angli-
cized Conacians.

Tribes and Chiefs.

The Fomorians, the Firbolgs, and the Danans -effected
lodgments in the province, as did also the smaller tribes of

! Dispatch to the Lords of the Council, 27th April, 1576,
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Firdomnians, Damnonians, Martineans, Erneans, Attacottians,
Gamanradians, Clan-Mornians, Heremonians, Hy-Briunians,
Brefnians, Conmacuians, Hy-Fiachrians, and Hy-Manians.

The old ‘ Book of Rights and Privileges,”* enlarged and con-
tinued to a much later period, though attributed to St. Beinin,
who died A.p. 468, contains an account of the rights and privi-
leges of the kings of Connaught, the revenues paid by their
tributary chiefs, and the subsidies paid by the king to his
subordinates when summoned to his service. The following
tributes were annually to be delivered at the king’s residence,
situated at Croghan, in the present County of Roscommon, by
the chiefs of Sligo.”

Coolavin sent 100 bullocks, 100 milch cows, 60 hogs, and €0
mantles ; Leyny, 300 cows and 150 hogs every May-Day, and
on each All Saints’ Eve 150 mantles, together with 150 bullocks
for the plough. The O’Conors, chiefs of Sligo and Roscommon,
the O’Dowds, chiefs of Tireragh and Tirawley, were free from
tribute ; but all were bound alike to assist the King of Con-
naught in the event of his being called on to defend himself
from the monarch of all Treland. The chiefs, however, could
not be compelled to bring their followers into the field without
pay, nor to fight a battle without remuneration. If any of their
men were killed, they were paid eric? i.e., blood-money, for the
loss sustained.

Unless the King of Connaught were of the royal line of Aodh
or of Guaire, then on all public oceasions the O’Conor and
O’Dowd were entitled to occupy the seat of honour at his right
hand. If the King of Connaught were accompanied on a cam-
paign by the chief of Leyny or Tireragh, he was bound to pay
to the former ten horses, ten robes, ten cups, and ten grey-
hounds, and to the latter three cups, three swords, three horses,
ten rings, and ten pair of tables.

! Entitled Leabhar-na-g-ceart, preserved in the Books of Laccan and
Ballymote.

2 Names of chiefs and territories are modernised.

3 Eric was a fine payable as compensation for murder or homicide, but
it was also payable for other crimes or injuries against the person. The
friends or relations of the slain might accept an eric, but had the option
of refusing it, and sceking instead the death of the murderer.
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The King of Connaught was himself liable to pay to the
supreme King of Ireland a large yearly tribute, but he could not
be compelled to leave his own territory in aid of his sovereign
more than three times a year. On these expeditions to Tara,
his subordinate chiefs were bound to accompany him, for which
service the Sligo chiefs were given the following remuneration :
To the chief of Tireragh and Tirawley, four ships, ten women,
twenty slaves, and three cups; to the chief of Leyny, four
shields, four robes with gold borders, and four ships.

These extracts form a curious elucidation of early provincial
history. In the twelfth century, when the Anglo-Normans
landed in Ireland, the Cuigeadh, or Fifth Province, as Con-
naught was sometimes called, was inhabited by several tribes or
families of Milesian descent. The names of these chieftains
and the territories ruled over by them are recorded by one of
the most learned of our antiquaries, Shane More O’Dugan, in a
topographical poem still extant. The O’Conors were Kings of
the Province, MacDermod was lord of Tirerrill, O’Finn and
O’Carroll were lords of Calry, a territory partly in Leitrim and
partly in Sligo; O’Mulcluiche, anglice Stone, lord of Upper and
Lower Carbury; O’Hara, O’Huamarain, O’Cearnachan, and
O’Gara, lords of Leyny; O’Develin and O’Duncarthy, lords of
Corran ; and O’Dowd, lord of Tireragh. It is curious to com-
pare the names here given with those of the chiefs of Sligo and
their territories, towards the close of the sixteenth century, when
Irish tenures ceased, and the principal chiefs surrendered their
lands to Elizabeth, receiving them back on English tenure.!

Various Names of the Province.

Connaught, or Conacht, as it was formerly written, is variously
supposed to have derived its name from Con, one of the chief
magicians of the Tuatha de Danans, or from *“ Con of the Hun-
dred Battles,” the celebrated fighting monarch of the second
century, whose posterity possessed the country. The word iacht,
or iocht, signifies children or posterity : hence Con-iocht, or the
territory held by the descendants of Con.

The more ancient name of the province was Olnegmacht, so

! See under the year 1685.
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called from an ancient Firbolg queen. The accurate historian,
Tigernach, treating of events in a.p. 83, calls it the Fifth
(cuigeadl) Province, that of Olnegmacht, and under that desig-
nation it is mentioned by the Four Masters so late as the year
1596 : hence the inhabitants were sometimes called Fir-Olneg-
macht, ““strangely corrupted into Nagnata by Ptolemy,” says
Charles 0’Conor, who evidently imagined the Greek geographer
had applied the term Nagnata as the designation of the entire
province, and not, as is now well-known, merely to a city.

In the Irish annals the province is frequently mentioned by
other names ; it is called Coigne-Sreng, from the famous Firbolg
champion already mentioned, and Coigne-Meadhbha, Meave's
Plain, which was long a poetical name for the Western Province
over which she ruled, and some believe that this heroine fur-
nished the original of Shakespear’s ¢ Queen Mab.” Meave is
looked upon as the fairies’ midwife.

¢ O then, I see, Queen Mab hath been with you
She is the fairies’ midwife.”

Meave figures prominently in the annals of the province. She
was remarkable for beauty, for poetical effusions, and for courage.
Her warlike deeds form subjects for many old bardic romances,
and so late as A.p. 1596 the Four Masters designate Connaught
as Meave's Province. Other designations, such as Coigne
Oiliolla, &ec., were mere temporary or poetical appellations be-
stowed by the bards in honour of distinguished persons who
flourished there at different epochs.

Connaught from an early period has been frequently and
variously subdivided. ~The Firbolgs made of it three parts,
and this old ternary division was long preserved by their suc-
cessors, the three Milesian tribes of Connaught, the Hy-Fiach-
rach, the Sil-Murray, and the Hy-Bruin. Other great divisions
made of the province were Iochtar, or Lower Connaught, com-
prising the present County of Sligo, with part of Magyo, and
Uachtar, or Upper Connaught, including the present counties
of Galway and Roscommon. The distinctions of iochtar and
uachtar were afterwards adopted by the Anglo-Norman De

1 Ogygia, p. 175.
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Burgos. The terms Tuaisceart and Deisceart, or Northern and
Southern Connaught, were also applied to these two divisions,
which were again subdivided into several districts possessed by
the leading tribes. Many names of districts continued in use
till the sixteenth century, when some were abolished, others
applied to baronies, and their nomenclature thus preserved.
A portion of the province was called Iar Conacht, or West
Connaught, now Connemara, in the County of Galway. O’Fla-
herty was chief of this territory, which comprised the present
baronies of Moycullen, Ballinahinch, and the half-barony of
Ross.

There was also East Connaught, called by English writers
¢ The Brenny,” comprehending the present counties of Cavan
and Leitrim, and designated respectively East Brefney, or
Brefney O’Reilly, and West Brefuey, or Brefney O'Rorke, from
the families of O'Reilly] and O’Rorke, who ruled these terri-
tories.

Nether Connaught or Sligo.

Of all these divisions, North or Nether Connaught alone is
now to be considered. It consisted of the present County of
Sligo and part of Mayo.

In the second century the Greek geographer, Ptolemy, wrote
a short account of Ireland, which is generally considered to be
merely a corrected copy of one written by Marinus of Tyre, who
lived in the first century, and who is believed to have drawn his
materials from a still more ancient Tyrian account.

The description given by Ptolemy of the ancient City of
Nagnata,' points to its site being either where the present town

1 In Dr. Joachim Laurentio Villanuova’s work, ¢ Phoeenician Ireland,”
it is suggested that the name Nagnata was Phcenician, and borrowed
from that of the chief or leader of the body; ¢‘for in that-language,”
says the author, ‘‘T perceive that Nagud means a prince or chieftain, to
whom the people look up, and to whose decision they appeal in all mat-
ters of dispute or litigation. This word in the plural makes Nagudin.”
Relative to theories of this class, Joyce says : ‘‘In no department of Irish
etymology have writers indulged to such an extent in vague and useless
conjecture as in the interpretation of local names ; but these interpreta-

tions are, generally speaking, false, and a large proportion of them inex-
pressibly silly.”
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be Sligo. However, after a lapse of nearly 2,000 years, much
of the explanation of Ptolemy’s geography must depend on con-
jecture. On the whole, it is generally accurate, and coincides to
a great extent with the accounts of the most ancient Irish his-
torians.

These Nagnatians, or Namnetes, are generally considered to
have been a colony from a distriet of Armoric Gaul, now repre-
sented by the French Department of the Loire-Inferieure, of
which the large seaport town of Nantes is the capital, deriving
its name from the Namnetes, whose chief town it was.

Armoric Gaul, or Armorica, was a name given to the maritime
distriets of Celtic Gaul. This tract was occupied by a confedera-
tion of tribes, in which were included the Namnetes. These
various tribes possessed a large fleet, with which they carried on
a considerable trade.!

This theory of the colonisation of Sligo coincides with the
accounts of our oldest historians, who place the landing and
settlement of the Firbolg colonies in Connaught, where they
were chiefly located in Sligo and Mayo; and what more likely
than that a colony of these inhabitants of Gaul, either flying
from the stream of invaders continually pouring from the East,
or, in pursuance of their trade, should have left their native
country, and in the deepest recess of the beautiful Bay of Sligo
founded the City of Nagnata, which, from its position, speedily
became the market of - the neighbouring county and the em-
porium of the West.

joining county southward. Yet, perhaps, it may be imagined by some
that Ptolemy has misplaced this city a little. But I must leave that
matter to the enquiry of others. Baxter judges this place to be the
modern Galway, and would have it mean ¢Cuan-na-Guachtie,” i.e., the
Port of the Small Islands, alluding to the three islands of Arran that
make a bar in the mouth of the Bay of Galway, and the little islands
lying nearer to the town ; and he derives the name from ¢ Cuan,” which
signifies a port, ‘na’ a preposition of the genitive case, and ¢ Vact,’
or ‘Guact,” a little island, i.e., Na-guactie for Nagnata, he will have
to be a small error of transeriber, instead of Naguata ; and, indeed, the
sitnation of Galway, according to Ptolemy, is pretty near the truth of
the notion.”—See Ware's ¢ Ireland,” by Harris, II., 42.

! Nantes is better known from the celebrated Edict thence issued by
Henry IV., guaranteeing to Protestants the free exercise of their reli-

gion, and the revocation of that Edict by Louis XTV., than by its being
the supposed parent of Sligo!
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Picture the first infancy of Nagnata. A little village nestling
under the gloomy skirts of great forests, from the centre of the
conical roofs thin lines of blue wood-smoke rising perpendicu-
larly into the air. Women either grinding corn in hand querns'
before the door of the huts, or drawing water from the river in
clumsy pots of coarse sun-dried clay. The stream that flows
before the village is alive with salmon, and half-naked children
are paddling in the water. In the distant glades deer browse,
closer might be seen small patches of ripening grain, and in
the more immediate vicinity of the huts, cattle graze in scattered
groups, carefully guarded by watchers, for not far off, amidst
the tangled underwood of Benbulbin, or the caves of Carns, lurk
the bear, the boar, the wolf. Enter the doorway of one of these
timber-built’ huts, and when the eye becomes accustomed to the
sharp smoke emitted by the logs of wood smouldering on the
hearth in the centre of the floor, blocks of wood can be per-
ceived placed around it, to act as chairs and tables. Wet dough
is lying on heated stones to bake for the supper of the absent
hunter, who, when he returns wearied from his exertions, will
have bread to add to the spoils of the chase. The wattled sides
and rafters of the hut are black with smoke; against the wall
lean the weapons of the occupant; in a corner a spare bow, a
bundle of flint-headed arrows, a net, fishing-lines with hooks
fashioned of bone, a pile of skins representing the bedding of
the family, are all huddled together. A slight eminence over-
looking the hamlet is crowned by the Dun, or fort of the chief,
and peeping above the pallisades appear the pointed roofs of his
residence.® Such may be pictured the first settlement of the
Namnetes.

1 The quern was a hand-mill composed of two stones, the upper one
round and revolving in the cup-shaped hollow of the lower or larger
stone, as a ball revolves in its socket. A couple of wooden handles, in-
gerted in and projecting from the upper stone, served to work the mill.

2 If men settle in a wooded region, they naturally employ timber in the
erection of their dwellings. When timber becomes scarce, clay and stone
will be called into requisition.

3 The dress of these primitive inhabitants is more difficult to determine
and describe than their habitations. Fortunately, there are ¢ two in-
stances recorded of human remains found in the bogs of Ireland. One of
these, the mummy of which is now in the Royal Dublin Society House,
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There must always be sufficient pre-existing reasons to induce
population to settle in one spot rather-than in another. In the
present day, and especially in new colonies, the causes which
have determined the site of a town are still apparent; but in
ancient times those causes are difficult, if not impossible, to dis-
cover, because habits of life and circumstances altogether have
since so widely changed. It may be surmised that the Namnetes
were decided in their choice of locality by the facilities to com-
mence afforded by the sheltered Bay of Sligo, and its apparent
remoteness from risk of aggressive disturbance. Ptolemy calls
Nagnata ‘‘ episemos polis,” a noble city; some writers have
placed it at Drumeliff, once a town of more importance than
Sligo ; others have named Mayo, now a very insignificant hamlet
in the county to which it gives its name, but formerly of note ;
other localities® have also been assigned to Nagnata, but the

was discovered in a bog, nine or ten feet beneath the surface. When
first exhumed, the body was perfectly fresh, and enclosed in a dress not
unlike that in the description given of Gurth in ¢ Ivanhoe,” consisting of
a tunic of cow-hide, apparently tanned, but with some remains of hair
still preserved on the side worn next the skin. The dress is joined in
the most accurate and beautiful manner, exhibiting an extraordinary
perfection in the art of sewing. The hair on the head, which is both
long and fine, is of a dark-brown colour, and the skull is compressed in a
remarkable manner, owing to a portion of the earthy matter having been
removed by the acid of the bog. The body of a man was found under
precisely similar circumstances by Mr. R. C. Walker, but it is evidently
of more recent date—perhaps not older than the time of Elizabeth ; for
the dress, which is of woollen texture, and still quite perfect, is precisely
that represented in Walker’s ¢ Irish Bards.””—Wilde’s Boyne and Black-
water, p. 237.

1 Wright, in his History of Ireland (page 3), places Nagnata almost as
much to the north of Sligo as Galway is to the south. His words are as
follows—*¢ Proceeding along the western coast, from the northern cape,
Ptolemy mentions first, the mouth of the river Ravius, supposed to be
the modern Guibarra. A considerable town (méhes émlonuos), at which he
next arrives, and which he calls Magnata, appears to answer to the site
of Donegal. Then follow in succession five rivers, the Libnius (or, ac-
cording to one editor, Libeius), answering probably to Sligo Bay. . . . .
The tribes enumerated by Ptolemy as inhabiting this line of coast are the
Erdini, or Erpeditani, whose territory adjoined ‘that of the Venicnii ; the
Magnatz, who occupied the neighbourhood of Donegal, the site of their
chief town, which took its ancient name from them ; the Auteri, who held
the district, extending from the County of Donegal to that of Sligo ; the
Gangani, who inhabited the County of Mayo. . . . . .



FIRST GLIMPSES OF SLIGO. 49

preponderance of evidence as to site is in favour of the town of
Sligo.

In these early and terrible days, the devastation or destruction
of a city was a congenial occupation to wandering or hostile
tribes. Irish cities were in reality merely an aggregate of wooden
huts, erected without method in a rambling desultory manner.
It may therefore be readily imagined that scarcely had the city
been wrapped in the fiery embrace of the flames, the dense clouds
of smoke cleared from its blackened site, and its glowing ruins
cooled, than moss and grasses began to carpet its streets, once
“worn by the feet that now were silent,” mantled the slight
mounds that marked the former homes of the slaughtered in-
habitants ; in a few short years the name of the ancient city of
Nagnata would be forgotten, and the hamlet that afterwards
occupied its site was called Sligo.

The importance of towns rises and falls with their surround-
ing circumstances. Though Sligo was not a place of great note
at the time of the Anglo-Norman Invasion, still, in the Danish
epoch, it appears to have been a considerable trading port.
Under the Ostmanni rule it rose to importance, for the Danes,
when driven out of the champaign country, betook themselves
to the towns along the littoral, and developed into good citizens-
and thriving traders. Sligo was one of the ports in which they
secured themselves, and from whence they ‘‘ carried on a con-
siderable commerce abroad, as well as an inland traffic with the
natives at home.”* By Danes is not meant merely the people
that came from the country now known as Denmark, but also
the kindred tribes inhabiting Scandinavia, Livonia, Courland,
and the vast tract which borders the Baltic sea. Lady Morgan,
in her ““ Patriotic Sketches,” does not assign prehistoric anti-
quity to the founding of Sligo, but says that the inhabitants of
Ballysodare, having been driven from their native place by civil
commotions, fled to the shore of the neighbouring bay, and of the
‘“shells and pebbles ” flung up by the action of the tide along
the coast, erected a number of huts, which formed the infancy
of Sligo. This theory may be dismissed on its own internal

! Molyneux on ¢ Danish Mounts.” Dublin, 1725 ; p 191.

R
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evidence, as shells and pebbles are not suitable building ma-
terials.

Derivation.

Many fanciful derivations have been given to the name of
Sligo. Some affirm that ancient writers called it Slioght-gae,
or the race or progeny settled beside the sea, from which com-
bination of words descends the modern name by which the town
is known.! In the Four Masters, the appellation of Sligo is
apparently derived from Sligeach, signifying Shelly river, from
slig, a shell. Although such is not now a characteristic of the
river, yet, shortly previous to 1836, on sinking foundations for
the erection of houses, a quantity of white shells was discovered
in various localities within the area now occupied by the town;
and in 1881 a similar result followed excavations for the recep-
tion of pipes for an intereepting sewer along the river bank
within the town.

The occupants of a range of cottages, situated not far from
the Sligo strand, employ themselves during the summer season
in gathering cockles and mussels. The shells are thrown out
in a heap near the cottages; the white mass thus formed is
remarkable, and would accumulate to an immense pile were the
shells not removed for spreading on walks instead of gravel, or
for adding to compost heaps, when becoming disintegrated, the
shells act as lime in fertilising the soil. Now, if we suppose the
ancient inhabitants of Sligo, with whom fish formed a staple
article of diet, untrammelled by police regulations forbidding
refuse to be thrown out in front of their dwellings, it is certain
that in the course of a very few years the accumulation of
shells would form a deposit, such as is often found in digging
deeply on the site of the ancient town, and the white, glittering
Lieaps seen from a distance may not improbably have given rise
to the distinctive appellation of Sligo, i.e., shelly.

Whether the bed of the stream be shelly or not, the ancient
name of the river was certainly spelt Sligeach ; it appears in the
Four Masters, also in the “ Life of St. Patrick,” by Tirechan :
““ And he said, behold the sea will remove in from this place in
the latter times, and you shall go out to the river of Sligo

1 ¢ Pheenician Ireland,” p. 200.
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(flumen Sligiche) to the wood ;”' and an ancient Irish poem
enumerates the ¢ flumina prisca decem’’ of O’Flaherty—

¢¢ In days of old these ancient rivers ten,
‘Whose banks their flowing waters scarce could pen :
The Lee, the Bush, the Bann, and the Barrow,
The Sligeach, the Mourne, the Moy, the Samer,?
The Finn, the Liffey, which in Leinster flows,
" Are the sole streams that ancient history knows.”

The river is variously designated the Sligeach, Sligigh, or the
Slichney of Cambrensis, the Libnius, or Liboeus, of other
authors, and now commonly called the Garvogue (Garbhog), or
Sligo river; in the seventeenth century it was styled the Gitly,
evidently a corruption of Gilly, a name given to it from the fact
of its flowing from Lough Gill; its course westward into the
Atlantie, through its marsh-bordered channel, then a mixture of
bog, water, and aqueous vegetation.

Both the county and town of Sligo thus derive their appella-
tion from the river. There is a tradition that the original town
stood on a plain, now overspread by the waters of Lough Gill,
and that the islets now studding the bosom of the lake are but
the crests of verdant knolls which formerly adorned its green
expanse. As proof, the remains of houses or buildings are said
to be visible at the bottom of the lake on a sunshiny day.* This
belief in a submerged city probably originated in frequently-
recurring optical illusions, produced by shadows from the over-
hanging mountains, or clouds fantastically reflected upon the
unruffled surface of the waters, presenting to the eye of the

! Demonstrating also that in the days of St. Patrick woods still ex-
tended to the outskirts of the town.
2 The ancient name of the river Erne.

3 ¢¢ Laoi, Buas, Banna, Bearbha, Buan,
Saimer, Sligeach, Modharn, Muaidh,
Fionn, Lifea, Laighnibh go gle,
Is iad sin na sean aibhne.”
—MS. Letters, Ordnance Survey.
1 ¢ A Saxon tourist asked a river-side boatman, who had rowed him
from the town to the lake, if he had ever seen ¢ the round towers of other
days,’” or the buildings of past ages gleaming under the waters. ¢ In troth
I have,’ was the ready answer, ‘and shure, on a still summer's day, won’t
you see the smoke from the chimneys rising straight up in the air, from
the surface of the lake.”
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beholder the fantastic resemblance of buildings of past ages
shimmering beneath the seemingly transparent medium.

This fanciful idea is not by any means confined to Lough Gill.
Almost every considerable lake in the kingdom possesses its own
legend of an enchanted well which, by fatal neglect of some fairy
injunction, or on account of an affront offered to its guardian
spirit, suddenly overflowed the valley, and overwhelmed the in-
habitants, with their cattle and houses, in ope common ruin.*

Within the town of Sligo?®is the celebrated well of Tober-na-
shelmida, or Snail’'s Well. Its name is derived from an en-
chanted, or metamorphosed being, supposed to be seen every
seventh year emerging from its waters in the form of a huge
snail, and who possesses the power of effecting at some future
period, which, it is to be hoped, may always remain in futurity,
an overflowing of the well, and a second submergence of the
metropolis of the west.> The days are gone by when—

‘¢ Tales pleased the hamlet, and news cheered the Hall,
And the tune of old times was still welcome to all.”

Unfortunately, many interesting legends are now buried in
oblivion, whieh, if recorded, would have proved invaluable as
illustrating the anecient ideas, culture, and speculative opinions
of the people.

Lake eruptions are recorded in the most ancient Irish Annals.
One is reputed to have occurred in a.m. 3727. The early settlers
cleared off all timber from the plaing of Moylurg, in Roscommon.
A lake then arose, covering with its waters a part of the plain.
Such is the account given of the origin of Lough Skean, which
is situated partly in the County of Roscommon, and partly in
the parish of Kilmactranny, County of Sligo. It washes the
southern border of the townland of Creevagh, or the forested
land. Lough Skean signifies the lake of the wings, a name given
to it seemingly, as to Longh Skean, near the Tay, in Scotland,
by reason of its shape somewhat resembling a kite on the wing.

In comparatively rccent times a lake eruption is mentioned,
A.D. 1490, in the County of Sligo, of which a vivid tradition
still prevails in the distriet in which it occurred.

! Joyce’s ‘¢ Irish Names of Places,” p. 175.
2 In the townland of Knocknagany.
* M8, Letters, Ordnance Survey.
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The Pagan Irish particularly fancied elevated sites for their
final resting-place ; numerous hills and clevations are crowned
with these relics of the past, under which some distinguished
chief of his day reposes, to be roused only by the last trump, his
name and state alike forgotten long ages past. Of the foregoing
legend little is preserved in local tradition, save that where now
lies the lake extended previously a plain.

But geology is a merciless uprooter of ancient fableland, an
uncompromising enemy to legends and old-world lore ; it laughs
such tales to scorn, informs us that lake distriets in Ireland are
chiefly situated on tracts occupied by the carboniferous limestone
formation. Geology will not listen for a single instant to the
legend of the death of the fair Gill, but dogmatically acquaints
us that the lake lies in a true rock basin in a limestone distriet,
and, like many others similarly placed, is due to chemical solu-
tion preceded by glacial erosion.

Is it not more interesting to see in fancy the fair Gill lying
dead in the well, the waters gradually rising to shroud her
lovely form, than to view the fall or hear the loud resounding
crash of the avalanche from the heights of Slish 2—to behold the
Garvogue and lake-bed enveloped in their icy shroud, where—

““ The slow glacier down the mountain flank
Creeps with an unseen motion through the ages.”

lower down, oak and birch coppices. The spectator, turning round, may
observe the same range of hills crossing the river at Collooney, rising
higher at Knocknacree, and passing out of sight towards Ballina, always
showing the same rounded tops, white rocks, and brown heather. The
spectator, turning round still with the course of the sun, may glance over
the low undnlating coast of Tireragh, till Knocknarea is reached, and then
will be observable a difference in the appearance of this hill, which shows
green to the summit ; instead of rounded white rocks, are seen long ter-
race-like lines of grey stone. Towards the north, across the sea, Rosses-
point comes into view, and then the eye reaches Benbulbin. What a
contrast to Rockwood ! Here is seen a mountain, flat-topped, cut off as
with a knife, its sharp perpendicular termination standing like a wall
facing the sea ; terraces of grey rock, perpendicular cliffs, deep gorges,
and again cliffs on the other side; Cope’s Mountain, with its jagged
cliffs, resembling walls and towers; a range of low hills, of which one
with a very flat top, known as O’Rorke’s Table, is remarkable ; innu-
merable little grey cliffs along the Enniskillen line of road, till Benbo
closes the scene.”—Lecture on the Geology of Sligo, by Colonel ffolliott.
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Or, in Coleridge’s beautiful words :—

“ Torrents, methinks, that heard a mighty voice,
And stopped at once amid their maddest plunge !
Motionless torrents! silent cataracts!”

The dimmed sunlight resting but for brief instants on the
chill surface of the snow, flying gleams of light piercing at
intervals through rents in the fantastic cloud-vault, the grey
shadowy atmosphere personifying frozen death enthroned tri-
umphant on the pallid frost-bound earth. No! secience, its
geology and its glaciers, must be discarded, and the legend of
the fair Gill must not be gainsayed.

Another and even more interesting legend relative to Lough
Gill, ascribes the origin of its name to a different personage.
Manahan is looked upon as the Irish Neptune, or ruler of the
waters—lakes as well as giant ocean—and his spirit is sup-
posed to ride at intervals on the storm. Manahan, a chief of
the Tuatha de Danans, and son of Allot, one of their most
famous champions, fell in battle, fighting against the Milesians.
After death he was “ canonized ” as a sea-sprite, being surnamed
MacLir, i.e., “ Son of the Ocean.” By his study of the heavens
he was able during life to predict all changes from fair to foul
weather ; therefore, after his departure to Tirnanog, the elysium
of the ancient Irish, the disposal of good or bad atmospheric in-
fluences was his presumed attribute. Manahan (who must have
ghared in the national propensity for large families) had nine
daughters. These nine sisters bequeathed their names, ac-
cording to local tradition, to nine lakes; but of these in the
neighbourhood of Sligo only three are remembered by the pea-
santry—Gill, Ern, and Cé, or Key.

Gill, from whom Lough Gill takes its name, is said to be
seen very often in the vicinity of the lake, over the waters of
which she skims in her fleet-rolling chariot. The White Shee,
or Fairy Queen, has a well-recognised pre-eminence over others
of her sex and race, and it was probably owing to his familiarity
with a tradition of this kind that Spencer drew materials for
his ‘“‘Faerie Queen.” Amongst the country-people it is also
remembered that ‘‘long, long ago,” a man living near Sligo,
much addicted to card-playing and gambling, whenever he found
himself reduced to extremities, used to call for a winning card
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in the name of Gill, and always obtained the card named (it was
before the invention of slipping a king). This inveterate gam-
bler, one evening, passing by the lake after supper, encountered
a beautiful young lady, who warned him that if ever again he
called for a card in the name of Gill-ni-Manahan, he would rue
it. For a long time he discontinued the practice, finding, it is
to be presumed, that honesty was the best policy. Again, how-
ever, driven to extremity, he called for a card in the name of his
fair friend, and obtained his request; but shortly afterwards,
when riding near the shore of the lake, he was thrown from his
horse and had his leg broken. This accident was looked upon
as a punishment for the violated mandate of the justly-offended
sprite, and of course proves the existenee of the fair Gill beyond
a doubt. g

FAIRY QUEEN OF LOUGH GILL.

I saw Lough Gill on a summer day—

Oh, how serenely fair!—

‘When flash’d on her brow the noontide ray,
And Heaven was reflected there.

How clear that silver mirror shone,
While many a gliding bark thereon
Spread wide at morn her snowy sail,

Or wooed at eve the freshening gale,
‘Where many ‘“an isle of beauty ” lay
Yclad in verdant full array ; -

And o’er those waves from time unknown
Th’ enchantress fair

‘Whose name they bear

Hath reign’d on her crystal throne ;
There her fleet chariot-wheels of old
Gver the glassy waters roll'd,

And legends say the royal maid

In robe of purest white array’d,

And crown’d with diadem of gold,

Still reins abreast three coal-black steeds,
Still on her car of triumph speeds,

In royal pride and radiant sheen

Around her native valleys green,

And skims o’er the blue tide’s surface cold.

Y MS. Letters, Ordnance Survey.
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preserved in the book of Laccan, and is of peculiar interest to
the historian and antiquary, inasmuch as it indicates a different
locality as the site of the battle of Moytirra Cong, from that
which has hitherto been generally recognised as the scene of the
overthrow of the Firbolgs by the Tuatha de Danans.

The MS. from which the following legend is taken was com-
piled in the year 1416, in the present County of Sligo, by Gilla
Isa Mor MacFirbis, one of the most eminent antiquarians of his
time. Whether his authority for the legend were written or
oral, MacFirbis considered the first overthrow of the Firbolgs to
have occurred to the north-west of Lough Key, because the
druid, Cé, from whom the name of the lake has been derived in
the legend, is represented to have fled from the battle-field in
a south-eastern direction ; and that account points to the site of
the contest as being the same now marked by the extensive
sepulchral remains in the townland of Moytirra, parish of Kil-
mactranny, about ten miles to the north-west of Lough Key.!

LEGEND OF LOUGH KEY.

““YE green unruffled waves, ye pure glad waters,
‘Whence rose ye? Wherefore flow’d ye o’er the plain
‘When he who fled Moytirra’s field of slaughters
Ignoble safety sought, but sought in vain ?

“ When flash’d the steel, when arrows flew around him,
Half-frantic, panic-struck, he fled the foe ;
A brave man would have fought till victory crown’d him,
Or fallen where many a gallant heart lay low.,

““ But King Nuada’s Druid fled from glory,
Pursued and wounded on that fearful day ;
Behind him raged the battle fierce and gory,

Before, the velvet lawn of verdure lay.

¢¢ There, and ’mid that plain, exhausted, almost dying,
On the rude cairn, he laid his weary breast,
There slumber’d, all ‘ unwept, unhonour’d,’ lying,
To wake no more from that inglorious rest.

1 William M. Hennessy’s Preface to the ¢ Annals of Loch Cé.”
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As mirages in the fiery Sahara delude the eye of the exhausted
traveller with visions of water, giving hopes of slaking his un-
supportable thirst, so the vapoury exhalations around the Irish
Western coasts might delude the eye of a storm-tossed mariner
with visions of glittering spires, a tranquil anchorage at foot of
verdant slopes; but these appearances all vanish when the sailor
fancies himself entering his long-sought haven of rest. Optical
illusions are not so very infrequent as is generally supposed. It
will suffice to quote two instances, one of comparatively recent,
the other of more remote date. In a description of West
Connaught, written by O’Flaherty in 1684, he mentions the
appearance, in 1161, of ‘‘fantastical ships” in the harbour of
Galway, sailing against the wind ; and Hardiman, editor of the
above work, remembered to have seen a well-defined aerial phe-
nomenon of the kind from a small hill near Croagh Patrick, in
Mayo, on a serene evening in the autumn of 1798. Hundreds
who also witnessed the scene looked upon it as supernatural;
but soon afterwards it was ascertained that the illusion had
been produced by the fleet of Admiral Warren, then in pursuit
of a French squadron off the west coast of Ireland. In like
manner, may not the optical illusion of 1161, seen in the har-
bour of Galway, have been produced by a distant fleet of galleys.
Just as the Tuatha de Danans were supposed, as already stated,
to have taken up their abode under the green hills of the country,
after their subjection by the Milesians, so previously the Firbolgs,
on their final overthrow by the Tuatha de Danans, were said to
have retired under the waters of the lakes and of the ocean, the
fable probably taking its rise from the fact of their having re-
tired for security to the crannoges on the lakes, and to the
islands off the western coast.

A.M. 8790.

In a.m. 8790,' an irruption of the ocean is recorded. The
Atlantic burst over the low-lying sand-hills, that up to then had

1 Although little reliance can be placed on the dates of events prior to
the introduction of Christianity, yet, it is probable the events recorded
in many instances really took place, though at a much later epoch than
stated. This and all subsequent dates are, however, given as entered
by the Four Masters, without any attempt at revising their chronology.
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restrained its fury, It overflowed a large portion of territory
now covered by the waters of Drumecliff Bay. The scene of this
catastrophe was the district lying between Finned in the ancient
Magherow, and Ross-Ceide.' This latter designation then in-
cluded not merely the peninsula as now washed on the one side
by the bay of Sligo, and on the other, by that of Drumeliffe,
but also the portion of land in the latter inlet, which was
covered by the ocean irruption. The name is yet retained in the
designation “‘the Rosses,” applied to two townlands at the ex-
tremity of this peninsula.?

On a midsummer’s day, place yourself on the summit of the
undulating and bent-clothed hills south of the scene of this
catastrophe. On the one side is seen the busy watering-place
of the Rosses, thronged with strangers, who come from afar to
enjoy the healthful sea breezes. On the other side extends the
submerged district, at low water uncovered by the Atlantic ; then

! From ross, a peninsula, and ceide (pro. Keady), a hill. Ross, when
topographically applied, has two distinct meanings—(i.), a point of land
extending into the sea; (ii.), a wood. Its diminutive form rosan is still
used in the spoken Trish language, to denote a shrubbery or thick wood.

2 Upper and Lower Rosses, in Irish na rossa iochtach, and na ressa
wachtach. A recent discovery somewhat confirms the record of this catas-
trophe. The Rev. James Graves, M.R.I.A., during a visit to Sligo in
1880, was informed of the recent exposure of a skeleton, through the
falling of a clay cliff in the vicinity of Drumecliff, about half a mile from
the village, on the northern shore of the inlet. When first discovered,
the skeleton was decorated with a bead necklace, which was removed by
the country-people ; but, as far as could be ascertained, the beads appear
to have been formed of baked clay, described as ‘“marbles,” such as chil-
dren play with, The skeleton was covered by nearly 12 feet of stratified
and undisturbed earth, was not extended at full length, and bore the
appearance of having been deposited rather than interred, the strata
being intact. The length of the skeleton indicated a height of b feet
2 or 3 inches ; the remains, that of an old woman, were considered by
E. T. Hardman, to be of the Prehistoric Age, and it is easy to imagine
that, overtaken by the tide, or overwhelmed by the great irruption of the
sea in that locality, the old woman was drowned, sank into the soft mud,
and was silted over. The constrained and awkward attitude in which
the skeleton was discovered scems to favour this idea ; the lower limbs
were twisted into a position quite unusual in any form of prehistoric
burial.—Paper read before the R.I.A., May, 1881, by E. T. Hardman,
@.S.1.
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gradually that truth dawns on the mind which our Laureate has
so0 beautifully expressed—

¢¢ There rolls the deep where grew the tree,
O Earth, what changes thou hast seen ?
There where the long street roars, hath been
The silence of the central sea.”

And why, in some degree at least, might not the district
present to the eye once more its verdant plain? If, in Ireland,
as much capital and energy were expended in taking in land,
flooded by sea, lake, and river, as the Dutch have devoted to a
like purpose, the area available for agricultural purposes would
be greatly increased. A good example of what can be accom-
plished in this way is afforded by the dyke erected in 1858 to
shut out the tide from Trawholly strand. The Dutch, who are
the greatest practical authorities on this description of engineer-
ing, do not attempt to resist the invasion of the ocean by con-
struction of massive sea-walls; on the contrary, their embank-
ments consist of a series of slopes, so as to break the force of the
waves. The nature of the material employed is of no import-
ance, provided the face of the slopes be sufficiently solid to bear
the shock of the waters, whilst a strand is being washed up, to
accumulate against it, by tidal currents.

Prehistoric appearance of the County.

The scenery of the County of Sligo is universally acknow-
ledged to be amongst the most attractive in Ireland ; and if a
choice were to be made as to which portion of it is entitled to be
considered the most charming, undoubtedly that rank would be
accorded to the country about Lough Gill. Even to those who
have wandered through Europe, and seen its finest scenery, there
still remains something inexpressibly graceful and quietly pic-
turesque in the scenery surrounding the lake.

Beautiful, indeed, must have been the sylvan scenery around
Lough Gill in primeval days, when the slanting rays of the set-
ting sun shone on the variegated tints of the autumnal foliage,
and the sombre pines of the dense forests; the desolate appear-
ance of the landscape might chance to be enlivened by the
solitary cot of a Firbolg seen in pursuit of fish; the eagle on
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or the heathery island,' is related as having occurred in these
primitive times. .

On the islet, though small in size, grew the most luscious of
fruit, which was, however, exclusively reserved for the use of the
deities, who had placed a great monster or dragon as guard on
their orchard, The daughter of the chief of the district required
her lover, a young warrior named Free, to procure for her some
of the forbidden fruit as a proof of his affection and valour.
Free landed on the isle, succeeded in slaying the monster placed
to guard the trees; but on regaining the frail canoe in which he
had obtained access to the island, weak and exhausted by his
exertions, and feeling need of refreshment, he tasted some of the
stolen fruit. -

The effect on mortal constitution was fatal. He had but just
strength to row to the shore, when he fell dying at the feet of
his mistress. He exerted his remaining powers sufficiently to
acquaint- her with the cause of his fate, and the damsel, filled
with remorse, immediately herself ate of the stolen fruit, and
fell dead across his corpse. The two lovers were buried in the
island which had proved so fatal to them.

In days of old, the various septs in Treland lived each in their
own little district or territory, surrounded by a wild belt of forest
marsh or heath, cut off from other similar districts by this kind
of intervening neutral ground. Each sept might be looked upon
as independent, having its own chief, its own land, its own vil-
lage, and its own slaves. ‘

The reader may, in fancy, accompany one of these ancient
inhabitants of Sligo, as with bow and arrows, and skein at side,
he starts at_sunrise to visit one of his kindred living at Boyle.
More early risers than at present, dawn sees the whole village
astir, when with his large wolf dogs at heel he quits the
hamlet ; for a short distance he passes through cultivated land,
but soon plunges into the gloom of the forest. On reaching the

1 Strange as it may appear, this diminutive islet, which contains only
half-an-acre, is mentivned in history. The Four Masters state that in
A.D. 1244, Conor Mac Tiernan murdered a brother chief, named Fergal
Maccadane, on Inisfraeich, now anglicised Inishfree. At that date it
was probably an island fortress.
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picturesque little gorge in the Slieve Dmane Mountains,' a fine
deer starts across the path ; in a second the arrow is fitted to the
string, the shaft whistles through the air and buries itself behind
the stag’s shoulder, but the deer is strong, and travels fast, yet
with failing strength ; higher and higher the hunter follows with
eager dogs, till on the summit of the mountain the fleet hounds
pull down their prey. Breathless, but triumphant, the hunter
looks around. What a view meets his eye! Beneath lies his
native village; northward, the heights of Ben-Bulbin, clothed
with trees, its woods extending down to the sea, whilst over the
tree-tops peeps the green expanse of the plain of Magherow.
Southward lie the Tireragh Mountains, those tremendous up-
heavals of the earth’s erust, those strange mighty walls and bar-
riers interposing between Tireragh and Leyny, covered with
woods, extending into the dim distance; regions of peaceful
solitude with their far up tarns, their little lakes, birthplace of
the torrent stream and river; toward the sea, the country bare
and open—Leyny, Corran, and Coolavin, apparently alternations
of woodland and pasturage, but everywhere trees predominate.
His spoil secured from the prowling wolf, the hunter continues
his solitary journey, winding about to avoid swamps and dense
underwood. Here and there, on the summit of a hill, he sees
the residence of a chief, enlivened by the play of sunlight on the
surrounding cornfields yellow to harvest ; but the heavy nature
of the ground now causes him to feel weary, and just then,
emerging from a small wood which crowned a knoll, he sees the
residence?® of a friend on the verge of Lough Annaminvrach, an

! In the townland of Carrownamaddo, or the quarter-land of the dogs.
It is often mentioned in the Annals. It was also, in 1689, the scene of a
sharp skirmish between the Enniskilleners and Sarsfield.

! Now Ballyhealy, alias Hollybrook. In this rath, in which the tra-
veller is supposed to have rested, rabbits having established themselves,
Colonel flolliott’'s game-keeper, in 1880, proceeded to dig them out, when
the earth gave way under his vigorous strokes, and he found himself,
like the discoverer of buried Pompeii, deposited in the interior of the
earth. The part of the rath in which he found himself was apparently
the ancient storehouse of an Irish Chief. It is about six feet in width.
From it diverges a passage, circular in form, the sides composed of rubble
masonry. The actual height of this receptacle and passage could not be
ascertained from the accumulation of fallen earth.

F
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inlet of Lough Arrow. Here he is received with the hospitality
of the age, and towards evening resumes his journey. To his
right, perched on a spur of Carricknahorner West, he sees a
favourite resort of Druids, as denoted by misletoe growing on
the surrounding trees, and the eclose vieinity of a cool, clear
rivalet murmuring at its base.! The traveller soon ascends
through lofty pines and majestic oak to the summit of the Cur-
lews, a locality even then celebrated as the battle-field of invaders
and invaded. From the summit, looking towards Brefney,
nothing appears save wood and forest; but Boyle is in sight,
and the traveller, as the evening falls, reaches in safety his
destination.

‘What changes have not these scenes witnessed since remote
times! what successions of inhabitants before emerging from
barbarism. Each successive wave of invaders

¢ Endured their destined period and fulfilled
- Their purposed end, then at the appointed hour
Fell into ruin.”

1 Tt is still recounted by the country-people that, in pre-Christian times,
the site of the present ruins of the Nunnery on Carricknahorner was a
favourite resort of Druids. St. Patrick, in the course of his peregrina-
tions around the Emerald Isle, reached this locality. The saint was
resolved to ‘“beard the lion in his den,” and expel the Druids from their
awe-inspiring haunts. A long and fierce struggle ensued between the
Powers of Light and those of Darkness. The saint was on the point of
being worsted, when he bethought him of seeking the spiritual aid of
some Holy Recluses, who lived in the vicinity. His fair allies, by their
prayers, turned the scale of victory in his favour, and the Druids fled
discomfited.. As reward for their services, St. Patrick granted the sur-
rounding land to the Recluses, and assisted them to build the Nunnery,
or ‘“ House of the Black Ladies” (Teach-na-g-caileachaid dubha), and the
recounter of this legend wound wp his recital by exclaiming—¢‘ Shure and
isn’t the building there to prove the truth of the story.” Part of the
N.E. and 8. walls are still standing, but the west wall has completely
disappeared. A part of the interior is utilised as a potato garden. There
is no trace of an arch. In the north wall is a door, the top composed of
a large flag ; both door and wall are employed by the utilitarian tenant
to form a piggery. In the south wall is a small square recess ; but the
greater portion of the building has, on this side, subsided down the pre-
cipice, where its ruins lie strewn below.
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Were the population and cattle withdrawn from the country,
and but sufficient numbers of each left to represent the agure-
gate’ of these early days, this ideal scene of sylvan scenery
extending over the country would in a generation be a stern
reality. No one whose opportunities have allowed him to make
the necessary observations can doubt, but given the above con-
ditions, the entire district would be again covered with woods
down to the water’s edge. There might be exceptions with
respect to particular or unfavourable localities, for it is a curious
fact, that in the American forests vacant spaces are occasionally
found, upon which, to all appearance, no tree has ever grown.
Sligo remained well wooded till the commencement of the
seventeenth century, when large quantities of timber were con-
sumed in ironworks erected by enterprising English settlers, also
by the exportation of pipe-staves. On the subject of this denu-
dation of timber from the land, is an ancient saw :—

‘¢ Treland was thrice beneath the ploughshare,
Thrice it was wood and thrice it was bare.”

The County of Sligo, however, possesses an extensive stool of
timber, for on almost every dry knoll and cliff, oak, birch, ash,
and hazel, together with holly, appear to shoot up in abundance,
requiring only a little care to rise into valuable woods.

What a world of change we live in! Where formerly im-
penetrable brakes and woods existed, is it not an astonishing
transformation to find that a tree is a strange and rare object in
the landscape ?' “ Change and decay in all around I see,” is
the lesson taught us of the scenes below. It was not till the
middle of the eighteenth century that reclamation of bogs on
any large scale commenced. In 1750 the baronies of Corran
and Tireragh were continuous sheep-walks, whilst in 1776, a
quarter of a century later, they were covered with potatoes and
barley.?

! So rare, in fact, in some districts, that an anecdote told by Young in
his travels through Mayo, circum 1776, is, or was at a very recent
period, applicable to parts of Sligo: ‘“ A farmer, living in Erris, accom-
panied by his son, a young lad, left that barony, in which not a single
tree grew, to journey to Killala. On approaching that village, the youth,
for the first time, saw a tree, and exclaimed : ‘O Lorld, father! what
is that?’”

? Young’s Tour in Ireland, 1776-9.
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Lake Dwellings.

Sligo was a land of lakes' as well as of forests; they were
thickly s